SHARON'S LEBANON PLAN UPSET 
NETANYAHU REELECTION CAMPAIG 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Lebanon con- 
flict sowed divisions in Israel’s right- 
wing government Wednesday after 
Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon issued a 
surprise call to delay May elections and 
form an emergency unity government 
to pull the Israeli army from south 
Lebanon. 

The proposal was quickly rejected 
by both Sharon's own Likud party and 
the Labor opposition, which described 
the initiative as an "election gimmick' 1 
raised in desperation to match its plan 
For ending Israel’s 21 -year military 
presence in Lebanon. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
apparently taken by surprise by 
Sharon's public stance and facing a dif- 
ficult campaign for reelection, 
declined any immediate comment. 

But Defense Minister Moshe Arens 
dismissed the proposal. <L This is not a 
practical suggestion and is not techni- 
cally feasible, 1 ' he said. 

Arens said instead that Israel should 
reconsider its tactics in Lebanon and 
notably debate abandoning a three- 
year-old truqe agreement barring 
attacks on civilian targets. In a series of 
interviews, Sharon said the country 
could not allow the mounting losses in 
Israel's occupied zone in south 
Lebanon or the deadlock in the peace 
process with the Palestinians to con- 
tinue For months until a new govern- 
ment can be formed following the 
elections. 

“We need to set up an emergency 
government immediately, headed by 
Likud and Labor, to reach a decision on 
unilateral withdrawal from Lebanon 
and on Implementing |peace] agree- 
ments with the. Palestinians," he said. 


Sharon, a long-time advocate of a 
national unity government, said only 
such a broad-based regime could tack- 
le the difficult issues involved in the 
peace process. 

But faced with Netanyahu's silence 
and opposition from Arens and Labor, 
Sharon swiftly backed down, 

“I am sorry that my proposal was 
rejected. All I wanted to do was to 
exclude Lebanon from the election 
campaign," he said. The opposition 
Labor Party and Center movement of 
former Netanyahu Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai charged Sharon's 
bid was an election play to save 
Netanyahu's flagging campaign. 

They also expressed surprise that 
Netanyahu was not the one to make 
the proposal and that the opposition 
had not been consulted first. 

"Tills is proof that Netanyahu can't 
govern and is afraid Mordechai will 
win the election for prime minister,” 
said Nehama Ronen, a Center Party 
candidate for parliament. 

The headquarters of Labor chief 
Elmd Barak, Netanyahu's main rival for 
the premiership, said Sharon issued his 
plan simply to counter Barak's 
announcement Tbesday that if elected 
he would pull Israeli troops out of 
Lebanon by June 2000. 

"We have a serious proposal for 
withdrawal from Lebanon which is 
based on negotiations with Syria - this 
is a desperately weak response to our 
plan," said Shlomo Ben-Ami, a senior 
Labor official. 

The Lebanon issue took center stage 
in the election campaign after seven 
Israelis - including the top Israeli gen- 
eral in south Lebanon, were killed by 



Israeli PM Netanyahu (L) and his Defence Minister Moshe Arens attend 
the funeral of Briaadier General Erez Gerstein vesterdav. 


Islamic guerrillas in less than a week. 

In his campaign pledge, Barak said 
he would achieve a withdrawal from . 
Lebanon - and working for deployment 
of an international peacekeeping force 
along the israeli-Lebanon border. 

Damascus has insisted peace in 
Lebanon can only be achieved as part 


of a regional deal which would also 
involve Israel quitting the Syrian occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

With opinion polls showing most 
Israelis feel Netanyahu lias not done 
enough to end the Lebanon crisis dur- 
ing his three years in office, the prime 
minister quickly said he, too, would 


bring the troops home in a year. 

But his government ■ notably Sham 
and Arens - and the core Likud art 
stituency strongly oppose a Golan pid- 
out, seemingly precluding a revival of 
peace talks with Syria whidi weteas 
pended before Netanyahu came ro 
office, 


OBSERVANT JEWISH MOTHERS INSIST 
ON ISRAELI PULLOUT FROM LEBANON 




Ahir Qolnt, center, wile of dead Hezbollah guerrilla 
Adrian Hasan, who was killed by Israeli occupying 
forces, cries out with her sister, left, and other 
women during his funeral in tl»c village of Uisuriycli 
near the cily of Sidon, provincial capital of southern 
Lebanon Wednesday. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
Observant Israeli Jewish mothers 
with sons doing their military 
service in Lebanon called 
Wednesday for an unconditional 
\yithdrawal from that country In 
a public letter to Defense 
Minister Moshe Arens. 

"We can't continue to teach 
our sons to do their duty unless 
we are certain that every effort 
has been made to avoid blood- 
shed,” the members of “For the 
Sanctification of life" said. 

. The mothers, whose sons 
belong to combat units that com- 
bine military service with reli- 
gious studies, asked to meet . 
Arens to discuss the matter. 

“For the Sanctification of Life” 
has 400 female members who 
demonstrated over the past ypar 
in front of chief rabbinate offices 
against; offenses by religious * 
: Jewish settififs.; • X 

; : . Israeli , . officers .‘serving jn 


Lebanon expressed annoyance 
Wednesday with repeated calls 
by soldiers’ parents for the army 
to pull out of Israel’s northern 
neighbor. 

“These incessant appeals hove 
a demoralizing effect," one 
colonel who heads a brigade in 
south Lebanon told the dally 
newspaper Yediot Aliaronoti 

Women have been in the front 
lines of the fight to get the 
■Israeli military out of south 
Lebanon. For the past two years, 
the pain and anger of soldiers’ 
mothers has affected public 
opinion. 

The killing of six Israeli sol- 
diers and a journalist in Lebanon 
In less than a week has breathed 
new life into the , debate on a 
Withdrawal from the . south 
' Lebanon -buffer zone the- Jewish 
• State occupies to prevent cross*, 
'-bolder attacks.;-' - ‘ 
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HUKRI RESIGNS 


km;; minister of 

m^nibftions Jamal 
TOW of demanding a tum- 
His Majesty The Late 
Hussein’s, directives, 
JNfcft'Tfelrtom's Chairman of 
k; bid, of Directors Ali 
SUri' submitted his rcsigna- 
bafi to the prime minister, in 
NJlnt crisis the new govern- 
mfaces. ' ' 

l *Tbe way he took the deci- 
sim tells me that he has a per- 
wna! agenda that does not go 
bid in hand with the wishes of 
His Majesty The Late King 
Hussein," charged Shukri. 

Shukri was referring to a let- 
8r Sfnt by The Late King 
Hussein In mid-January praising 
Nei Telecom's achievements 
demanding the consumma- 
tion of two projects. Namely an 
Service and Data 
PlDV | s »n Division, which will 
provide the country’s 755 pub- 
« schools with Internet con- 
| and the launch of a 

division, 

! same letter hangs on 

!£* at the 

^""winications College in 

morning, Sarairah 
T^Mmertlie phone that 
these, projects be 
Unmed lately, according 
■Jitter -tailed three times 
. JMiy God have mercy on 
King. Hussein," and. 

which was 
to Prime Minister 
■JjjMurRawabdeh. Shukri 
W out that the “The mln- 
" transport, post and 
^munications has nt 

S of dlrec t°ra’ deej- 
3 ,• , re 8 ar dlng Its operations,” 
fspedally, . shukri 


underlined "when they are the totally disregarded, is appoint- 
orders of I [is Majesty The I .ate ed by the government," Shukri 


has no right to ask the comp* Arab Daily that his decision to 
ny's general manager to trans- resign is final, because he 

Ter any sums of money to any would “nor sit down and end up 
party whatsoever, trespassing quarreling with rhe government 


on the authorities of the com- 
pany's hoard, which are provid- 
ed for in the Companies Law.' 
Shukri wrote in the letter, a 
copy of which was received by 
The Arab Daily. 


avid- "I will not reverse my resigna- 
.aw." tion because of the tact of how 
er, a (Sarairah] dared intervene only 
cl by hours after he got his post," 
Shukri told The Arab Daily late 


Also during the phone call, last night. 

Sarairah had asked Balqar to “I am the wrong man for this 
transfer the sum ofJOD 12 mil- kind of job." he said. 


lion to the treasury “immediate- 
ly" 


"We have been working day 
and night to implement the 


Jordan Telecom has a revenue wishes of His Majesty The Late 

‘The minister has no right to interfere 
with the company’s board of directors’ 
decisions regarding its operations 
. especially when they are the orders of 
His Majesty The Late King Hussein.’ 

sharing agreement with the King Hussein, Shukri added, 
government, a carry over from Shukrfs resignation comes at 
the days of the TCC, whereby it ’ a time when Jordan Telecom is 
must pay 20 percent or a bare cramming to finalize a number 
minimum ofJOD 12 million of of projects, that promise to 
its revenue to the Treasury on a increase the firm's revenue and 
monthly basis. . . ppm(> up Its.yvorth. ' 

By the ehtl of last year, Jordan .Of these projects, .the prepa- 
Telecom posted revenues worth ration of Jordan Tb leconvfor an 

JOD 198 million. International . public offering. 

But unlike Its predecessor, the internet ' for nil schools 
Jordan Telecom id a public 1 projett . deadfined I ter 
shareholding . company wholly, : Independinre Day on May 25 
owned by the government and t ai$ the estrtlteHmt^rof th 
Is governed by its boaid of atjit^owtietl; firms GSM rdMi 

directors, as provided fpr 1^ the . 

ComDanies Law. ' ' V "r Earller-ln.pehruaiy. ■flfc.ealBv. 
/'The mlnlstec. ig j%? Hteli-. 

"Jordan' ;l*l« 0 <s> 


on the bid's winner was expect- 
ed in the coming three weeks at 
the most. 

Meanwhile, this is the fifth 
time that Sarairah holds the 
telecommunications portfolio. 

He was Minister of 
Telecommunications through- 
out Sharif Zeid bin Shaker's 
cabinet in late 1991 then Abdul 
Snlam Majali's first cabinet in 
May of 1993. subsequently 
Sharif Zeid bin Shaker's second 
cabinet in July of 1995 and held 
the post up until the end of 
Abdul Karim Kabariti's April of 
1996 cabinet. 

He was among the team that 
set down the conditions Tor the 
controversial sale of 40 percent 
of Jordan Telecom's shares in 
1996 to a strategic partner, 
which Shukri denounced in a 
fiery conference in August of 
1998. 

Shukri’s major concerns were 
the establishment of an execu- 
tive council in favor of the 
strategic partner and that the 
state-owned incumbent was 
worth more than what British 
Cable and Wireless and 
American Southern Bell 
Corporation (SBC) had offered. 

The UK giant had bid $320 
million for the 40 percent stake, 
while its American counterpart- 
had offered half that. According 
to the bid's conditions, the 
strategic partner vyquld have 
had four out of Seven seats on 
the executive council.. 

. After a closed Parliamentary 
> session In November, the goV- 
' emmenflntro4uced n?w cohdi- 
■ dp qs. among them a review of. 
fthe executive) board In 20Q I , 

• The. sqle subsequently ; flopped 
afterSBCpulledouliOftlWtace. 
•: Tin Se^ml^erJSa’rairah gave 
twV j nfervibvvsrvvith^e^r sa me 
coptent ta- Adustbur ahd ; then 



ALI SHUKRI (FtlE PHOTOJ 


A1 Arab Al ft will. in which, he* 
lobbied for the strategic part- 
ner option. 

Sarairah was also minister at 
the time, when the Cabinet took, ; 
the decision to. issue a second ': 
GSM license to Jordan Iblecom 
before the end of FastHnk’s 
exclusivity period, which subse- . . 
quently set a court case Into 
morion by the CSM operator 
Against the government an d thei 
Tblecomniunicatlons Regttlatory 
Commission In late 1996, - 

According ;< to sources that ; 
;asked hof;to Identified ti)e . 
* new transport and, telecOmmu-' 

/ .nlcfttlons minister, .jya^. kt, thf 

i Tblei»mmunlca^ 

VCpmhilssto n> yest erd ay,' ’ 


he requested "a complete" 
update on the whole sector 
since he was last minister of. 
telecommunications in March 
if 1997. 

, Sarairah was Fiberoptic Link 
Around the Globe’s (FLAG’s) 
advisor in Jordan, prior to 
Jordan Telecom's signing of a 
, ,$28 million agreement with the 
■transatlantic telecoms carrier. 

Contacted late last night,:' 
iaratiah told The Atab ;Dal|y- -, 
; tfiat.he was "unaware bf these- 
deVelopmentV' dnd refused fo 
" elaborate 


i ti-nml.- -.oWli. r monm> " 


BEEN IN CAIRO? THE 




KING ABDULLAH IN BAHRAIN 
TO OFFER CONDOLENCES 


THE ARAB DAILY — His Majesty 
King Abdullah is to visit Bahrain 
today to offer his condolences 
to the new Emir of Bahrain 
Sheikh Hamad Ibn Issa Al- 
Khalif over the death of his 
father, the late Emir, Sheikh Issa 
Bin Salman Al-Khalif who died 
in Bahrain Saturday. 

His Majesty King Abdullah 
Saturday expressed deep sor- 
row and grief over the passing 
away of Sheikh Issa, who died 
of a heart attack at the age of 


In a statement issued by the 
Royal Court ,the King said the 
late Emir has dedicated his life 
for the service of his country 
and people, and described him 
as one of the Arab Nation's 
leaders who had a "big heart, 
known for his unselfish nature 
and honesty." 

The statement said His 
Majesty the King, in hi s' name, 
and on behalf of the Hashemite 
family, and the people of 
Jordan, expresses his deepest 
regrets over the loss of the 


Emir. 

On this sad occasion, the 
statement said King Abdullah 
“recalled the honorable stands 
that the late Emir has taken 
towards his brothers in Jordan, 
and towards the peoples of the 
Arab Nation". 

The King said the late Emir 
has always worked to unite the 
nation and unify its stand in 
the service and construction of 
its future generations. 
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QUEEN NOOR 
ALSO RECEIVES 
SHEIKH SULTAN 

Visiting United Arab 
Emirates Sheikh Sultan Bin 
Khalifah Al-Nahyan offered his 
condolences to Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Saturday, over the 
passing of His Majesty the Ink* 
King. 

The Queen said the late King 
had deeply appreciated the 
concern of the UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al- 
Nahyan and his support while 
King Hussein was undergoing 
treatment at Mayo Clinic in the 
United Stales — Petra 
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ING: 'NO' TO NUCLEAR 
eapons IN MIDDLE EAST 


RAMZI E. KHOURY 



j DAILY — In a 
vlth the Director 
■ the International 
Energy Agency, 
d Barade'i, His 
Xing Abdullah 
he need to rid the 
East Region of 
nd mass destruc- 
ons. 

hailed the 
5 towards lim- 
spread of nuclear 


[ briefed the King 
ency's work in Iraq 
ridding the country 

veapons of mass mug Abdullah w ]th Mohammad Barade'i 



the determi- and the United Arab Emirate Central Bari 
rate President. Governor. 

to support During his stay in Jordan Sheikh Sultan wfl 
en the two hold talks with Jordanian officials on ibi 
prospect of establishing a joint company wfiidi 
he United Arab would execute projects in borli countries. 

KING ABDULLAH 
NAMES NEW AIDES 

AMMAN (AP) — 1 Ms Majesty King Abdullah reshuffled his coun 
aides Saturday, bringing in advisors known far their loyalty lo lw 
late father. King Hussein. 

The shuffle comes two days after tile King swore in a Cabinet of 
technocrats and liberals, urging it to pursue reform and better w 
abroad. 

Hut palace sources say the changes were planned before Kir.j 
Hussein's death on Feb. 7 and were intended to bring in new blood 
In a royal decree carried by the official Petra news agency. Kiw 
Abdullah named his cousin. Prince Talal, as his National Stturii) 
Council advisor. 

Abdullah Tnuqan was named as scientific advisor and assistant w 
Prince Talal at ilie Slate Security Council. Petra reported. Touifn 
was a member of Mil* Jordanian delegation rhat negotiated tne 
pence treaty with Israel In 1094. 

Faisal Fayez, a palace protocol officer for the past nine yean, ws 
promoted to chief of protocol. . i 

The palace sources, insisting on " anonymity, said Abdullah aw 
designated iwo other aides, whose appointments would 
announced soon. _ -a 

Adnan Alni-Odeh is to become the king’s political advtOT.ajw 
he held lor more than lwo decades under King Hussein. 
Ainmari, wlm was planning minister In the outgoing Cabine, 
become economic advisor. 


SEVEN DAY MOURNING OVER 
PASSING AWAV OF SHEIKH ISSA 


UAE delegation vidtlng the f •mb of Ihe lat* f ^ ! 

' : •"•‘i \ ... ' •- 


PRIME MINISTER ABDUL ; 
Raouf Rawabdeh said dur- < 
ing his first press confer- , 
ence yesterday that his gov- 
ernment will tackle a few 
issues at a time at their 
biweekly meetings in order 1 
lo ensure "tangible solu- 1 
lions." 

Not surprisingly, the gov- 
ernment started its busi- 
ness with the most difficult 
tasks facing his Cabinet. 

"We are going to concen- 
trate on a few points at 
w ery session. This time it 
was the acute problems of 
water and investments." 

But the meeting was first 
and foremost to declare 
official mourning over the 
Passing away of Sheikh Issa 
to" Salman Al Khalifa, the 
Sail of Bahrain. 

read the Fatiha |the 
Manic introduction of the 
Wf Quran] on his soul. 

ei ? will . be a seven day 
."•nlng period in 
Min... flags will be hung 
totair mast and Jordan 
tojemion will join Bahrain 
"totoslon In mourning.” 

meanwhile, 

P raised 1 no more speech- 

1 , ;‘ SCtlon ant * sa '<l that 
'Pngibie results will be the 
W of the government's 
PmK'ements. “The way we 
4. ™ ails knowing the 
Pi's problems and fao 
2 There Is no 

or statistical, analysis 


and announcing ideas and 
expectations by making 
speeches." 

He refused to specify 
what was discussed regard- 
ing water at the meeting 
else than stating that it is 
an “acute" problem to be 


tackled. 

“The serious work has 
begun" said rite newly 
appointed Prime Minister 
on his first day on the Job. 
He went on to forecast a 
state of emergency in the 
coming summer as a result 


1 . The Higher Committee for compensation for damages of 
the Gulf War headed by Prime Minister Rawabdeh. 

2. The Higher Committee for water headed by Prime 
Minister Rawabdeh. 

3. The Administrative Committee headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Marwan Hmoud. 

4. The Development Committee headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Marwan Hmoud and Deputy Prime Minister/ 
Minister of Planning Rlrna Khalaf. 

5. The Higher Committee of the Executive Privatization Unit 
headed by Deputy Prime Minister Marwan Hmoud and 
Deputy Prime Minister / Minister of Planning Rlma Khalaf. 

6. The Ministerial Committee In charge of the modernization 
or the west coast of Aqaba headed by Deputy Prime 

. Minister Marwan Hmoud and Deputy Prime Minister/ 
Minister of Planning Rlma Khalaf. 

7. The Ministerial Committee in charge of the Privatization, 
plan of Royal Jordanian headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Marwan Hraoild and Deputy Prime 
Minister/Minister of planning Rlma Khalar. 

8. The Education Committee in charge of (he Ninth Arab 1 
Sports Games In 1999 (Al .HuspelnY Games) headed. ty 
Deputy Prime Minister Ayman Majail. . 

9. Tlie Legal Committee headed.by Minister of Justice . . 

Hamzeh Haddad. ‘ •. ‘ \ ' \ : ;v ' 

Prime Minister Abdul Raouf RBWaVdfftelie decider] to 

form a committee in charge of drawing the mlnlsterlaf plan 

to be headed by Deputy Prime. Ml nlster Marwan Hmoud. 


of drought; yet at the same 
time presenting a silver lin- 
ing: "1 hope in two weeks 
we shall talk about what we 
have done," regarding that 
issue. 

Rawabdeh didn't forget 
to promise a solution to 
the hurdles faced by citi- 
zens as a result of ineffi- 
cient governmental bureau- 
cracy. 

"We should take another 
look at the structure of 
administration and the way 
it works in order to simpli- 
fy procedures and ensure I 
the citi2ens get their needs 
met at any ministry or 
department easily and with- 
the least amount of compli- 
cations." 

Six times a minister, the 
prime minister also 
promised to facilitate 
replies on investors' appli- 
cations, dwarfing previous 
complaints. 

“If an answer is not given 
within three weeks of when . 
the . Investor's papers were 
sUbmittedj the investor will 
be granted automatic 
acceptance on his project." 

This system had. been 
applied to may regulations 
at ministries before In an 
attempt to ensure the pub- 
lic’s business Is done in 
■time, but the time limit has 
ijsually be?ivB qianth. 

by SERENE SERHAN 


Shukri’s bombshell 


ABDUL RAOUF RAWABDEH*S government was not expected to be 
the mousy type, nor pass-by unnoticed. But fireworks oil Day One? 

Whereas we were hoping for the establishment of a culture of 
continuity between governments, we find ourselves today with the 
possibility of an abrupt halt to one of the most important projects 
in the Kingdom: bringing Joidan up-to-date in the field of telecom- 
munications. 

Unfortunately, this happened on the first day the government 
takes over. Most unfortunately, on the day that the government 
assumes power, it gets accused of abusing it. 

Jordan Tfele corn's Chler Ali Shukri's resignation came in a letter 
laced with kicks and -punches, not kisses of congratulations. He 
accused the new (old) Telecommunications Minister Jamal Sarairali 
of demanding a halt to projects ordered by the late King Hussein 
that were supposedly going to uplift the nations technological sta- 
tus and modernize the country until we reach the ultimare goal of 
becoming an effective - and lucrative - telecommunications hub in 
the Middle Fast. 

It was Ali Shukri who was charged with this task by the late King, 
and since he is an expert in the industry, his plans were convincing. 
By enjoying tire support of the supreme power in the land, bis plans 
also seemed possible to achieve. 

But apparently, the minister didn't wait for his first day at the post 
to pass before he picked up the phone to inrerfere in the husiness 
of the board of directors of a public shareholding company, causing 
Shukri to resign. But why resign instead of wait for -a reaction from 
the Prime Minister? 

The next few days may reveal chat Shukri knows something we 
don’t, or that simply since the government still owns all of Jordan 
Telecom's shares, this government isbasicolly the boss Shukri does- 
n’t care to work for. 

It is no secret that Shukri and Sarairah differ on whether the 
aforementioned shares should be sold to the Jordanian public or a 
strategic partner, respectively’ We thought that this issue was set- 
tled once and for all, when the Late King made it dear in a letter 

I sent to Shukri tliat the strategic partner option is no longer. 

Meanwhile, the grand loser to all the bickering remains the same: 
yours truly, Jordan. 
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AY FOR NEW PRIM E PENCE. VOTE THIS MONTH, BUT WHEW? 

I » U.-IC nnt L-lirar sion. lliiwtvtT. llii* nirrcnl session net is to submit its Ministerial “Therefore the current government the end of the current ordinary 



WAS AB DAILY -H was not clear 

Lsaturiaytigl’'- wl.ei. the newly 

painted government would request 
lament session for a vote of con- 
trite. The current Parliament ses- 
ijw ends around March 27th. in 
atjtb case a vote would have to lake 
to soon, or else the government 
«tld have to wait for the next ses- 


sion. However, the current session 
could he extended, or <m extraordi- 
nary session would be called to con- 
vene for rhis purpose. 

Deputy Mahmoud Kharabsheh, rap- 
porteur of the Lower House Legal 
Commitree. said paragraph one of 
Article (54) of the constitution, stipu- 
lates that the newly appointed cabi- 


net is to submit its Ministerial 
Statement to the House of Parliament 
within one month from its formation. 

In a statement to Petra/Kharabsheh 
added that “If the Parliament is not in 
session or dissolved, the letter from 
the throne would be regarded as the 
government's statement in accor- 
dance with Article (54). 


“Therefore the current government 
has to present its statement to 
Parliament for a vote of confidence 
during the one month constitutional 
period,” Kharabsheh said. 

However, he explained "that the 
one month constitutional period 
given to Rawabdeh's government for 
its statement can be extended until 


the end of the current ordinary ses- 
sion.” 

In accordance with his constitution- 
al powers mentioned in Article 78, 
the King can prolong the ordinary ses- 
sion over any period he finds appro- 
priate, provided it does not exceed 
the duration of three months. 


POLITICIANS CONTINUE TO VOICE 
OPINION OVER NEW GOVERNMENT 


THE ARAB DAILY — Prime Minister 
Abdul-Raouf Rawabdeh had a busy 
day Saturday on his first working day 
since his appointment Thursday. 

The Prime Minister held a number 
of meetings, aimed opening a chapter 
of dialogue with all the vital institu- 
tions mentioned in His Majesty King 


Abdullah's letter of designation. 

Rawabdeh visited Parliament where 
he called on the Speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses. Zaid Rifai 
and Abdul-hadi Mjali, 

The Prime Minister stressed the 
government's determination to coop- 
erate fully with the Parliament and to 


work towards further promoting rela- 
tions between the Executive and 
Legislative authorities with a view to 
serve the higher interests of the 
nation. 

Rawabdeh affirmed the need to find 
practical mechanisms for this cooper- 
ation with an approach that would 


further enhance institutional work authorities, 
and achieve rile national objectives. Present at the nteetlmts » 
Lower House Speaker Abdul-Hadi Deputy Prime Minister Hnr 
Majal. voiced appreciation of the Hinoud. Deputy Prime Minor ri 
Prime Minister's visit, saying it Minister of Planning Rima 
reflected Che government's under- Deputy Prime Minister Aym Up! 
standing or the important relation and Minister for Pariiameauij*i 
betwwn ‘l ie Executive an d Legislative Tawfiq Kreishan. 

PETRA DIALOGUE 

The Information Committee for the Petra Dialogue is worti^ii 
full gear to prepare for the meeting on Petra scheduled in theCn 
of Petra for April 16th with the participation of twenty heads of 
state and representatives of more than fifty International orgari- 
zations. 

The Information Committee is exerting all efforts to ensure a j 
comprehensive media coverage of the event, which convents fr 1 
the first time in a non commonwealth country. 

The meeting, .iccording the Committee, convenes in Jordan n 
appreciation of Jordan's role and the initiatives of the Hashentw 
family on the local, regional and international levels. 

Economic editors of local newspapers have been invited w 
attend a meeting, aimed at reviewing the importance of thlsdu- 
logue for Jordan and for the region. 

It Is estimated that 1000 people will take part in the dflibrt 
tions of the dialogue. 

'FOR A BRIGHTER 
SMILE' 

The Arab Daily — Under the logo "For a brighter smile , deeds 
from Arab states meet in the United Arab Emirates between 
6-8th to discuss the latest In dental technology. 

A total of 25 doctors representing the Jordanian Defliun, 
Association left Amman Saturday to take part In the 8th Aiaba* 
Terence for Dentists in Dubai. Dr. Salah Thweel is heading the & 
egatlon. 

The meeting, organized by the Dubai Chambeogf 1tad< al '‘ i 
Industry, will discuss the latest in crowns, artificial dentures 
mouth surgery. ; " > 

On the side line of the conference, an exposition of ^ 
equipment will be organized with the partlcipaH? 11 pfmaJ orlDW 
nation?! companies in this business-- petra, -j:!': . 

’-V ' :l 
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JUSTICE IS BEING SERVED PETRA 


The Arab Dally — Independence of the 
Judiciary was the message carried by 
Prime Minister Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh 
during his visit to the Palace of Justice on 
Saturday. 

"The government is keen on securing 
the independence of the judicial system, 
and would offer all its support to enable it 
to serve its noble message of justice,” 
said Rawabdeh during a meeting with 
Taller Hikniat, Chairman of the Judicial 
Council. 

Rawabdeh added that his visit embod- 
ied the government's respect For the judi- 
cial authority, and stressed that his gov- 
ernment "is determined to work with the 
judiciary in accordance with what it 
deems right including the adoption of 
new legislation that ensures the system's 
independence" 

Rawabdeh said the government would 
do its utmost, including the development 
of legal procedures to ensure that justice 
is served to citizens at a minimal cost and 
short time. 

Rawabdeh also said his government 
welcomes all proposals or suggestions 



made by the Judicial Authority as men- 
tioned in the letter of designation. 

Hikmat for his part, briefed the Prime 
Minister on future plans to upgrade the 
performance of courts, through a comput- 
erized system and the adoption of the lat- 
est technologies in filing and archives. 


Hikmat also told the Prime Minister 
about programs to train qualified legal 
cadres, and plans to ensure that the judi- 
ciary system meets developments that 
happen to the social, economic and living 
conditions of the people. 


■ ■ mm mm — — s UIUIIYL ^ co nditions of the people. 

HUMAN RIGHTS WORKSHOP 


THG ARAB DAILY — 
Deputizing for the Director 
of the Public Security 
Department, Lt. General 
Nasouh M uliie Eddin, the 
Director of the 

Rehabilitation and 

Correction Centers, Sami 
Majali, inaugurated a work- 
shop organized by the Legal 
Group for Human Rights, 
'Mlzan 1 , I cooperation with 


the International Red Cross, 
in Amman. 

Three paper work were 
presented and discussed 
during Llie workshop dealing 
with Human Rights and mini- 
mum idealist!^ principles in 
treating prisoners in light of 
the international criteria and 
the . Jordahian Law and 

Constitution i 

During the workshop, held 


at Swaqa Rehabilitation and 
Correction Center, the head 
of the Jordanian Judiciary 
Institute, Mustafa Assaf. pre- 
sented the Jordanian Laws 
and Regulations oh the treat- 
ment of prisoners and pre- 
serving their rights along 
with the good health condi- 
tions while serving sen- 
tences . ! _ . 

Different lawyers attended 


the workshop where they 
also discussed the psycho- 
logical and emotional effects 
on detainees while under 
interrogation. 

On the other hand, Majali 
defended, in his paper, the 
Jordanian prison law, empha- 
sizing that It guarantees the 
well being of ?ll prisoners, 
whether, they are convicted 
or nOt. .V 


L, Arab Bally r»»umea 
ihtMng r«Mllo»* «• polttl- 
[<l,n *« lha naw govern- 

' atilt. 

Kbaldoun Al Nasser, Spokesman 
fif the National Constitutional Parry: 

■We have no reservations as 
regards the new Cabinet. We are 
■ optimistic, and we do have confi- 
dence in our three authorities: the 
executive, the legislative and the 
judicial. 

We admit that we. like any other 
| party, were ambitious to take part in 
ilie new government. However, it is 
| premature for political parties to 
; assume power as parties. Let’s not 
| forget that Jordan is going through a 

Should we have the chance to 
form a government, our program 
*ould not be contradictory to the 
M letter of Designation, 
j We were not consulted, but this 
does not mean we are taking an 
anti-government position. 

Rawabdeh is a former party secre- 
Hry general, and a founder of our 
P |f ty. We know how he thinks, so we 
tfl P« He can give life to the ideas he 
For a change. 

fears regarding Rawabdeh’s being 
t a " dAbdul Hadl MajMi Pirsl meeting •! C-bln.t 

other critical issues be apt., review. This applies to the head of 
1 ‘"a* is that the two men are on addressed. » ie government and some ministers. 

Ml terms and the, enjoyed much As person,, the new cabinet mem- The government Is supposed to 
Isnaonyat Parliament.” bers are respected and successful In represent the King s policies, and is 

■ their individual businesses and not qualified to. That s because the 
Abdul Salam Freihat Secretary walks of life. King will be burdened w.th th.ngs 

^ofAlMustakbaThm, However, our understanding of that the Prime Min ster and his team 

j "Mowing in the footsteps of its being minister is to be a public llg- should be responsible for. . 
j! W*®* the newgtwernment is ore. This entails that be or she The public reaction towards the 
"P'Ord to apply IMFrecipes to our should broaden their main concern new government is marked with 
i P^blern, ,uch ,7 sluggljh » encompass all national Issues and frustration and pessimlsm.as far as 
unemployment and not those related to his/herministry. reformfs concerned. , : . 

Poverty, The IMF programs Undoubtedly, technical aspects ate . Eradicating corruption s - the . 
<""«» receiving criticism from important, but politics is the, other mqjor demand of the people. They 
they. I„ vain attempt side of the coin and .should not be believe that the severe econonne er,- 
I*. —.. I.«s«nptro sis is but the consequence of corrup- 

‘“‘blbates ' are linke<l t0 "** c tlonl They also hope for no magical 

Sic will be anxiously watchine Toujan Filial, liberals Indepen- solution to what they suffer In an, 

new dent: ^ impoverished country wi.h meager 

'i 0. It is hoped that national nnirv The new government is not at ail .natural Wealth. 

h«dL s ' ° t U 2 compatible with the re nilements-of We. as opposition groups have 

P the new era and the urgent need for .started to bridge gaps between our 



selves on one hand and between the 
opposition and the official Institu- 
tion on the other. We feel now that 
all this effort has been demolished. 

The danger we Face is political and 
economic in nature. But most impor- 
tantly, It is moral. 

The deterioration of morals In our 
society is attributed again to corrup- 
tion, negligence, poverty and the 
disappearance of the middle class. 
This class Is the safeguard of moral 
stability; 

What we badly need is people who 
set proper examples for us to follow. 

z, Secretary General of the 
People’s Democratic Party (HA5»HD): 

■ "The new government is a natural 
- reflection of the ruling class alliance. 
The elite who have assumed power 
through the successive governments 


are all the same. In fact, those peo- 
ple are the root cause for the crises 
we now suffer. 

There is a methodology in the way 
they rule us. It takes the form of 
excluding public participation from 
the process of decision making. 

We’do not think this government 
could save itself from the crises it is 
deeply In. 

The. main Ideas in the Letter of 
. Designation are not new. they are 
the same called for by the popular 
powers represented by the political 
parties and other organizations. 

What is required now from the 
government is. jo go; to p e 9Pl e for • 
actlye . participation and. taking’ 

;■ chatgci' of reforms. Otherwise; the 
government will ; bed efV alone. " 

Intervl&wsby NASER SHAOlD 




CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League Secretary General Esmat Abdul Megtiid 
on Saturday ordered die organization's flag to be flown at half mast 
after the death of the “great" leader, Bahraini Emit Sheik Issa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa. “The death of Sheik Issa is a loss not only for the 
brotherly state of Bahrain but for the whole Arab and Islamic 
nation, 1 ’ Abdul Meguid said in a statement to the press. “He was one 
or the Arab nation's greatest and dearest leaders," Abdlrl Meguid 
said. Bahrain isoneorche 22 members of the pan-Arab organization 
which has its headquarters in Cairo. 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt declared three days or national mourning 
Snturday following die death of Bahrain's Emir. Sheik Issa Ben 
Salman AI Kiialifa, trailed here as one of the region's "most eminent 
leaders." "Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa whs one or the most emi- 
nent leaders in the Arab and Islamic worlds who devoted his lire to 
serving his people and his nation,” Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said in a statement read on state television. "He was an 
example or wisdom and generosity," Mubarak said, adding that he 
hoped that Bahrain's new leader will hew to tire limit's views. State 
television also announced the start orthree days of national moutn- 


TEHRAN (ATP) — Kuwait's crown prince cancelled Iris visit to Iran 
and returned home shortly following his anival here Saturday after 
learning of the death of the I rnir of Bahrain. Crown Prince Sheik 
Saad A] Abdullah Al Sabah delivered two messages to Iranian officials 
at Tehran airport before quickly returning home after learning oMre 
dead l of Bahraini Emir Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, airport offi- 
cials said. The Emir died of a heart attack Saturday and was quickly 
succeeded by his son Crown Prince Sheik Hamad Ben issa Al Khalifa, 
Sheik Saad, who is also Kuwait's prime minister, had been accompa- 
nied by a delegation of top officials for talks with Iranian leaders. 
Relations, witli Kuwait were strained this week after the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, to which Kuwait belongs, condemned Iran's 
ongoing iniliraiy maneuvers near three disputed Gulf islands 
claimed by both Iran and the United Arab Emirates, 


iWEN.Stmcn (AFP)— A Yemeni court on Saturday rejected a call for 
the release under supervision of eight British Muslims and two- 
Algenam on trial for an alleged bombing campaign. The prosecu- 
cor s office insisted "there was no procedural crrorln die airest or 
the detention or the accused," The judge turned down the appeal 
I rani die defense and adjourned the trial in the southern port citv of 
Aden until Tuesday, while die defense said It would lodge a new 
appeal. The defense lawyers atgued for the release under supervi- 
sion of their clients on procedural grounds and because they could 
not leave Yemen as their pass|wits had already been confiscated. 
Yemeni authorities charge the suspects were sent by London-based 
Islamic firebrand Abu Hamza Al Masri to bomb several British and US 
Targets in Aden last New Year's Eve. The suspects, most of whom 
were nr rested on Dec. 23, say they were in Yemen on holiday or to 
loam Arabic. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least two Somalis were killed and three 
others wounded when unidentified gunmen attacked a vehicle hired 
by an international aid agency in _the Somali capital, witnesses said 
Saturday. Those killed during the Mogadishu attack on Friday were 
guards travelling in the car hired by CARE aid agency. But a spokes- 
woman for CARE in rhe Kenyan capital. Nairobi, told AFP that the 
agency's office there was unaware of the attack, which occulted 
along Bala'ad load in south Mogadishu. Three of rhe assailants were 
wounded when other guards in die vehicle returned (ire, a witness 
told AFP. 


KUWAIT PRINcfTOSHr® 
PROGRESS IN IRAN-UAE ROW 

\IT IR\ — Kuwait frnum uK • ** 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister Sheik 
Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah flew to 
Iran on Saturday fora visit expect- 
ed to focus on resolving Tehran's 
row witli Abu Dlmbi over three 
strategic Gulf islands. 

Gulf Arab officials said Sheik 
Saad was expected to express to 
his Iranian hosts the need to find 
an end to the dispute with the . 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) either 
through direct negotiations or by 
referring it to international arbi- 
trators. 

| Iran's navy began nine-day long 
exercises last Saturday near Abu 
Musa which, along with the 
Greater and Lesser "Bulbs, are 
controlled by Iran but claimed by 
both rhe UAE and Iran. The three 
islands are located near key ship- 
ping lanes at the mouth of the 
Gulf 

Die dispute between Gulf Arab 



IU. Marines nwt at the docks of Shuwalkh Port, Kuwait Citv. 
Mday, after disembarking from tf,e USB Coventry, arrived In 
I" l®int excardM,, code named "Eager 
Mace 99/ r with Kuwaiti forces. 

Abu Dhabi t&d its much larger condemnation hy the IJAli and its 
non-Arab neighbor across the other five partners in the Gulf 
waterway has escalated in recent Cooperation Council (GCC) of 
days with the two sides exchang- Iranian naval exercises in the Gulf, 
ing strong statements. Foreign Ministry spokesman 

On Friday. Tehran rejected a Hamid Reza Asefi said the GCC 


condemnation of it#-, 
"e»r the thtre ditpjg 

!™ s . a . ' blal ™ 

Irans internal affairs.- J 
geiiqi GCC meeting fctfti 
Oil Thursday condm^ . 

maneuvers as "piaireiitw-rt 

threat to regional staffs „ 

urged Tehran to halt tht ra,* 

expressed support for theU|[ ( 
the dispute over the w, 
islands. Gulf soinces told kz- 
that UAE intelligenoeand id- 
officers attended the 
isteis' emergency talks md nti 
a detailed presentaiicudln! 
military moves and «fet& 
Dhabi sees as'lhhran'sthratiri 
region wlikh mot* am fe 
50 percent of the wtftj 
reserves. 

After his talks In hat St) 
Saad is due to aba visk ftfts, 
Arab allies Egypt, Sph il I 
Lebanon. 
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Trench fm calls for a political 

SOLUTION FOR THE IRAQI CRISIS 


IRANIAN PRESS STEPS UP 
WAR OF WORDS WITH UAE 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian press on 
Saturday dramatically escalated the war of 
words with the United Arab Emirates over 
three Gulf islands claimed by both nations, 
calling on Tehran to reconsider its friendly 
stance toward the Gulf's Arab countries. 

"We cannot remain indifferent to such 
arrogance," said the fundamentalist 
Jumluiri Eslami paper. 

The paper blasted moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami for his government's 
"exaggerated optimism" coward the Gulf’s 
Arab nations and called for a "firmer for- 
eign policy" in the region. 

The Abrar newspaper, close to the 
regime’s conservatives, scorned the "giant 


claims of the tiny Emirates." 

The moderate English-language Iran 
Daily, which supports Khatami, said the 
UAE should "put an end to unhelpful slo- 
gans and irresponsible statements," calling 
on the Emirates to "venture deeper into 
maturity.” 

The paper even reprinted a scathing edi- 
torial from the pro-government Arya news- 
paper openly questioning whether the for- 
eign ministry was properly looking after 
Iran's best interests. 

"Does the Iranian foreign ministry pay 
due attention to national interests?" the 
editorial asked, criticizing Khatami's warm 
relations with Kuwait, which hacked the 


EGYPT, TUNISIA SIGN 8 AGREEMENT! 


TUNIS (AFP) — Egypt and Tunisia 
praised as “fruitful and constructive" a 
■ meeting oT their joint cooperation com- 
mission, which ended here Saturday 
with the signing of a series of agree- 
ments covering economic, social and 
cultural issues. 

The session was chaired by Ibnisian 
Prime Minister Hamed Knroui and his 
Egyptian counterpart Kamel Al Ganziiri. 

The eight agreements , dealt with 
transport of people and goods, coopera- 
tion in the fields of administration, 
empowerment of women and family 
rights, and iriVestment, 

Other agreements were signed on 
cooperation over culture, youth and the 
environment. 

Ganzuri, who ended his two-day visit 
to Tlinisia on Saturday, told journalists 
he had discussed . with Karoui the 
"promising outlook"- for a free-trade 
zone and economic partnership 
between the two countries, 

The two sides signed a convention 
last year on steps leading cowards the 






Egyptian Prim* Minister Kamel Al-o'anxear! CL) recnM 
Tunisian President Zlne ll-Abldlne ben All In Tunis ye«t«rd»T- 


establishment of such a zone by the end efforts to end UN sanctions Spin**?* 

of 2007. The convention will come into and Libya, and the cdiifllct-btwl® 

force once it has been ratified by both Ethiopia and Eritrea. •• ^v V.Ahyini 
parliaments. Ganzuri met President Zioe Al 

Ganzuri said he and Karoui >l$o dis- Ben Ali on Saturdayra n d;^^*^!T?j s 
cussed the Middle East peace process, visit Egypt "as soorvas po«i^V!;ri; 
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iki nHABI (AFP) - French Foreign Minister 
« arrived in the United Arab 
Friday on the first leg of a Gulf tour 
Preach ideas to solve the Iraq crisis 
Se, whose government is critical of US 
wliiitkli air strikes on Iraq, will discuss the slt- 
oL h the sanctlons-hit country and other 
developments as well as bilateral ties, 
,o the UAE's official WAM news agency, 
coincides with a swing through the 
$Me East hy US Defense Secretary William 
Sto,who arrived in Bahrain Friday. 

Boring Vhdrine's tour, which also takes in Qatar 
and Kuwait, he "will outiine French Ideas for end- 
Ing the current impasse," his spokeswoman said 
in Ms. 

France has defense accords with all three coun- 

Injamaiy, Baris suggested the Security Council 
miril a plan to lift restrictions on the amount of 
al Iraq on sell abroad, provided it agrees to a 
newqacemof permanent monitoring of its arma- 
(MDtS, 

billet this week, foreign ministry spokes- 
man Anne Gazeau-Secrer'said: "It is dear that 
die treated military operations are not leading 





United Arab Emirates President Ihelkh Zoyed Ibn Sultan al-Nahayan receives 
yesterday French Farelgn Minister Hubert Vedrlne In Abu Dhabi. 

in the direction we want." pipeline to Hickey for several days, costing 

She said Paris was "concerned" by the US-led Baghdad a total of around $37 million. 

. . -> «... tko Ir.to y-rlsle iruitcf hp political 


and not military, Vedrine said Saturday. 

In Abu Dhabi, after talks with President Sheik 
Zayed Ben Sultan A! Nahayan, Vedrine told a press 
conference the UAE showed "great interest and a 
real understanding" for the French proposals. 

“These ideas, in our view, will allow a lifting of 
the embargo! which no longer corresponds to a 
strategic need and is only causing suffering for 
the Iraqi people,” he said. 

Vedrine stressed "France's commitment for a 
political solution which preserves the stability of 
the region and its commitment to the sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity of Iraq." 

"The recent military actions do not serve the 
objective which we are seeking." he said, refer- 
ring to US and British air strikes on Iraq. 

■ Vedrine said the French initiative retained “al! 
its worth and currency," but gave little detail as to 
how it would operate saying there were “several 
possible procedures" for arms surveillance. 

The minister flew on to Qatar where he could 
expect a good hearing for the initiative; Doha 
supports rapprochement with Iraq. 

But on Sunday, Vedrine travels to Kuwait, 
which Iraq Invaded in 1990 and still takes a firm 


She said Pans was concerned oy tne us-ieo Bagnaau <a iowi ut wuui.u , * . n l j j 

strikes, which halted Iraq's etude oil exports by The solution to the Iraq crisis must be political pro-US line against Baghdad 


GCC statement. 

"The UAE lias been left free to usetur. 
opportunity that comes its way to voices 
illegitimate claims to the Iranian islands,' 5 
said, adding the foreign ministry “has r,-: 
done tlie least... to convey to Dubai thatr 
should come to terms witli existing regie: 
•il realities.” 

"The staging of military maneuvers hi 
means In atrain the necessary prepared- 
ness to defend territorial integrity is u 
internationally recognized and inalienib'e 
right of ali countries," said spokesny 
Haniid-Kezn Asefi.- 

"Iran will nor overlook rhis right." fc* 
said. 
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resum^ '^ (FILES) Ah F-1SE Strike Sagls, part al a rtrlba 

•™«I» le help defend lha country; rile system la nertbere Iraq. 

(API - US Air Force F-1S jets lute December in response to Iraq firing In 

ojcsz'Sz; .srissstssa 

^ IB military said. Iraqi Communication sites, temporarily William i Cohen said Iraq has wunenea 

fntqi sites were south of the cutting the flow of oil through Dirkey. , about 0 _ | raq 

I near the city of Mosul, The United States said the slteswere **** *?^ 3 

kilometers north of Baghdad, used for ntllloty purposes, iraq.lwwcw • 

W «**»'“ *« the Operation er, said the two radio relay stations han: ; 

i "^striking a. Iraqi mil- 

; "“Votes on an almost daily basis since; 1991 Gulf VWr to prptect KqrdiSh rebels; part of his Md 


en an Iraqi ■arface-to-alr-mla- 

suring friendly Guff states, 

."They want to make sure that we are. 
acting appropriately and 1 think we can. 
demonstrate, very jdearly that Saddam 
has been consistently violating the no- 
fly zone," Cohen-said. "Part of my mis- 
sion is to taik.With them, tell them what 
We've done, show them How Vr’e're con* 
. ducting ourselves." • ; . 

US bfflcials say jt appears Uiat Iraq, ft 
puffing out missile batteries -fTom tlie 
no-fly zoncs because of the pounding 
fromUSwatplanes., 


ARAB MEETING 
ON IRAQ 
POSTPONED 

DAMASCUS (R) — The first 
meeting of a controversial 
committee formed to help 
remove economic sanctions 
imposed on Iraq, scheduled for 
Sunday, has been postponed 
indefinitely, officials said on 
Saturday. 

They said the postponement 
was made at the request of 
some of the committee’s seven 
members who wanted more 
consultations before the start 
of the group's activities. 

The committee, formed by 
Arab foreign ministers during a 
meeting in Cairo in January, is 
chaired by Syria. The other 
members are Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates. 
Bahrain, Jordan and Morocco. 

The grouping was assigned 
to contact members of the UN 
Security Council to help 
remove sanctions imposed on 
Iraq because of its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf 
. walked out pf the Arab meet- 
ing In protest at the ministers' 
deliberations over Iraq and 
said later Bhghdad's views 
should be taken Into consider- 
ation regarding the , commit- 
tee's activities. 

Diplomats $atd Iraq ' was 
,- opposed to the holding ofthe 
meeting arid insisted it should 
t be a meipber of the group. 

• ; Syrian officials S^ld the torn* 

rfiitt^e- Issue would be f dis- 

5 qiissed at a ■ meetfftg of the 
» • Arab . League’s ministerial 
g, . ,cpundi Uv Cairo on March 17- 

. -.- is, ■ • • ’ 
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COHEN TALKS SECURITY 


IN BAHRAIN 


MANAMA (R) — US Defense 
Secretary William Cohen held 
security cooperation talks with 
Bahraini leaders on Saturday on 
the first leg of a Gulf tour to 
beef up regional support for 
military containment of Iraq. 

. Cohen, who was to fly to 
Saudi Arabia later in the day, 
met the Bahrain defense minis- 
ter, Sheik Khalifa Ben Ahmad Al 
Khalifa, and was invited to 
lunch wirh the ruling emir, 
Sheik Isa Ben Sulinan Al Khalifa. 

Cohen will visit six moderate 
Gulf states and go to Jordan, 
Egypt and Israel before return- 
ing home next Friday. 

He told reporters travelling 
with him that he came to stress 
to Gulf leaders rhat US and 
British warplanes had recently f 
intensified attacks in “no-fly 
zones' 1 of Iraq because 
Saddam's forces were firing on 
the patrolling Western jets. 

“We are sending a message 
that the will remains - very ^ 
strong and we have the support I 
of all of the Gulf states," he 
said. i 

Cohen added that the air J 
strikes would continue “as long 1 
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MUBARAK AND QADHAFI MEET 
IN TENT AT CAIRO PALACE 
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HL1 — Cohen, loll, mooli 
In Manama, Bahrain, an 


Emir of Bahrain, ax Crown Prlnca Shalk Hamad Bln In Al-Khallfa 


as |lraql President] Saddam break the containment strate- 
IHussein] continues to vioiate gy." 

the no-f]y zones and tries to On Friday night, Cohen and 


with tho 

Monday. ~ "" m “" mn ,,a “-“•"•a 

the Bahrain defense chief dis- ministries. Khalifa also raised defense officials said. Ahmad is 

Z n7 ro ™V°'T,' ,iC ‘" t,le issue of recent Iranian naval also Commander-in-chief of 

S between their defense exercises in the Gulf, US Bahrain's defense forces 


Saudi Arabia and 
. where US and British lent 
are based i IroinsM 

supportive of inowlajfci 

on Iraqi airdefenmj,,, 
ern and northern 110%^ 
But other Gulf statesish 
ing Oman, Qatar and iWhe 
Arab Emirates have isaj 
on the almost daily n*, 
Iraq reaffirmed in Bkb), 
after four days of US aadfc 
cruise missile and M : 
raids against a wife 
Iraqi military targets dm u 
not recognize the no ^se 
set up after the 1991 Mis 
Baghdad then begat 
ing the patrolling waqdam 
“I think we have strosji;. 
port. I have no infcnrorirrr; 
would be comrary to ris* 
Cohen said when asked h 
reporters travelling nkhS:i 
there was strong fet, 
throughout the Gulf fc ft 
heightened attacks. 

"They |Gulf leaders] war: 
make sure that we ate at 
appropriately and I think Pa 
we can demonstrate vetydt: 
ly that Saddam has beentwo 
teiitly violating the v-‘ 
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IRAQI PAPER SLAMS GULF 
STATES ON COHEN TOUR 

BAGHDAD (R) — An oliicinf Iraqi newspaper criticized Arab Gulf m 
on Saturday over US Defence Secretary William Cohen's tour 10 Ac 
up regional support for air attacks in uo-fly zones over Iraq. 

"Tlie Jewish and Zionist American Defence Secretary Gfa 
announces that he is expanding aggression against an Arab tJ 
Muslim country Iraq, while he is freely roaming tlie land of Arabs*! 
Muslims," the oflkinl newspaper Al Qadissiya said. 

“He is being received with open arms by tlie rulers of Saudi Aft 
and others to discuss with them America's hostile strategy^ 
Iraq." 

Tlie Iraqi News Agency INA quoted President Saddam Hus® * 
accusing the United Stares and Britain of committing an “aggre®* 
agninsL Iraq since Decemlier 1998" as the two countries' planesattai 
air defenses hi north mid south of the country. . 

Washington and London launched fouwlay extensive tji 33 
against Iraq In December. Since then Baghdad has bew defl®® ^ 
Western-imposed no-fly zones to protect Iraqi Kurds in uien«® ft 
Shiites In south from possible attacks from Baghdad.. , , 

INA said Saddam's comments came in a letter he sent 
ing being held in India to oppose UN saiicrionsagalnstB^w^ 
Iraq's senior ruling Bnnlh parly member Abdul Chahl^bwv* 9 
said his country would continue to challenge tlie 
"Iraq will continue its confrontation with American i Bid. BrS® 
planes which launch aggression against its pew** Pf 
Baghdad radio quoted Abdul Gafor as saying. . 

Abdul Ghafiir said Iraqi air defenses had hit several US wW® 1 ^ 
planes over the last two months since Baghdad 
Western aircraft patrolling the zones. Washington *no bwff 
denied the daims. ... i . r.* 

Cohen held security cooperation talks with 
Saturday on the first leg of a Gulf tour designed W 
support for the military containment of Iraq. ^ ijji&e 
Cohen arrived in Bahrain on Friday and will fly 
on Saturday. He will visit Oman, the United AJ*b JJS* 
Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt and Israel before flying hbraenwfj^L^ 


C0) (DM) -Libyan revolu- 
.Mtv President Moammar 
Dadhafi arrived on Saturday in 
ftini lor a session of bilateral 
„1, with Egyptian President 

IKssMabarakinatentset up 

specially for the occasion til 
rte garden of one of Cairo s 
presidential palaces. 

The official reception, car- 
md live by Egyptian televi- 
se, was held at the Qobba 
guest palate in tlie Cairo sub- 
gh of Heliopolis where 
QadhaTiand his delegation will 
be staying during tlseir visit 
scheduled to last "several 
days-" 

pie Libyan leader had 
crossed the border into Egypt 
by car on Friday accompanied 
by liis female bodyguards and 
a large official delegation. 
Including the ministers of for- 
eign alTairs, economy, industry 
and energy. 

OIRcial sources said the top 
item of discussion at his talks 
with Mubarak would be the 
Lockerbie bombing along with 
bilateral relations and other 
regional issues of common 

Qadhafi took part in Friday 
prayers in the Mediterranean 
port of Marsa Matrotih, some 
300 kilometers south of the 
border point of Salloum, Ho 
then drove down the 


Alexandria highway by bus and 
retired to another tent erected 
near a hotel in the historic 
town of Alamein, off the 
coastal highway. 

On Saturday, he will visit the 
grave of Egypt’s late revolu- 
tionary leader Jamal Abdul 
Nasser and attend a dinner 
banquet offered in his honor 
by Mubarak at the Ittihadiyn 
palace. The two leaders arc 
scheduled to have an official 
session of talks there Sunday 
morning, to he attended with 
ministers from both countries. 

The Libyan leader will also 
meet during his stay in Cairo 
with Arab League Secretary 
General Ismat Abdul Meguid. 
according to League sources, 
mainly to discuss the 
Lockerbie issue. which 
Qadhafi declared earlier this 
week will be resolved soon. 

Mubarak, one of the closest 
allies of the United States in 
the region, has been involved 
in lengthy mediation between 
Libya and the West over the 
trial of rwo Libyan secret 
agents. They are accused by 
Washington and London of 
having planted the bomb on 
hoard a Pan American airliner 
which exploded above 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988, 
killing 270 people. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 



Egyptian President Hosnl Mubarak (R) confers with 
colorful tent In Cairo yesterday. 

Amr Mussa said Friday that wants the immediate lifting of 
negotiations with United an international air and trade 
Nations Secretary General Kofi embargo imposed in April 
Annan were continuing in a 1992 after it refused to surren- 
bid to secure a fair trial in the tier the two suspects for trial 
Netherlands before Libya abroad. In August, Britain and 
hands over the two men. the US accepted the Libyan 

After the handover Libya offer ro allow a trial in rhe 


Libyan leader Moamer Kadhafl (L) at his traditional 

Netherlands to proceed under attempt which led to the can- 


Scottish law. 

The Libyan leader was sup- 


cellation of his trip. 

Despite Libya's radical ami- 






have supported the increasing attacks on Iraqi 
Other Gulf states including Oman, Qatar, sM . 

Emirates have said nothing. C ■ 



posed to visiL Egypt last June. West policies. Egypt has main- 
After his trip was postponed tallied strong relations with its 
rumors originating in Egypt North African neighbor. Libya 
suggested lie might have employs more than a million 
escaped an assassination Egyptian workers. 

SUDANESE DEFENSE 
MINISTER CHANGED 
IN RESHUFFLE 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir has 
ordered a government. reshuffle in which chree ministers lost 
their jobs, including the defense minister, two took new port- 
folios and two newcomers joined. 

In the reshuffle announced Saturday,. General Ibrahim 
Suleiman lost his cjefeilse portfolio' to ex-deputy chief of staff 
for guidance and defense, spokesman General Abdul Rahman 
Siral Khatitn. . ... . ... 

Agriculture Minister Nafie Ali Mafie stepped down, in favor 
of Osman Al Hadl. who hajtdfd the foreign trade, ministry 
. oyer to presidential peace’ adviser Adam At Ihhjr Hdipdoiin, 

iivfaiioo'trtijijster Haftid$r\n; ^hose.pdrtfoHo went to' new- 
ohifie.f)deHftr Ali Rffoylr /nemfcrer of parliament. • 

'■* jjpj^n'eef KdihafiSii' ^onaniraad '(yas thh second nev/co*nter,j 
Appointed /Vs 1 irfi^pn'.‘inln.ist.qf <: .a 

' tiori^ -'(d "d n 




A WOMAN'S LIFE 

Bai Qttm ^SSaaibamstem (Psao 
amH Odra iStodb En-ffla? am fl&a aaros ifta^ 

THE HALF-CENTURY mark belli nd me, I’ve been pondering how it 
is to be a woman at midlife and beyond, in the United States, near 
the end of the millennium. 

Questions about women are so often dreadfully couched, 
thrusting all into camps: left or right, rich or poor, blade or white, 
stay at home or work outside, married or single, children or none 
Worse, we’re defined publicly, mostly by people with no subtlety, 
no empathy. 

Our habits, opinions, peculiarities are plumbed. 
Pronouncements are made, especially about families, and whether 
we’re each spending enough time with ours. Meanwhile, occupied 
with our families, we find too little time to get into the conversa- 
tion, so our views are insufficiently heard. 

The feet is, slicing us into thin little categories won’t do; we are 
too rich and various, too complex to be simmered down to sim- 
plicity. And most of what defines our lives does not lend itselEto 
simple definition, nor translate into public pronouncement. 

Most of us, like most humans, walk a line between great frus- 
tration and blessed satisfaction. Life is so full, time so limited. But, 
while our lives may be dominated by the minutely detailed sched- 
ule of errands forever on our minds, they are defined by veiy dif- 
ferent things: By the lingering glow of a morning hug from our 
teen-ager or an e-mail from a friend overseas. By the pansies plant- 
ed in a stolen moment or the chance to note, widi our school- 
bound child, the first cardinal call of spring. 

There's the slight stirring in the breeze of the earliest, not-quite- 
opened daffodil, and the surprising discovery that all the herbs sur- 
vived the winter, plus the pleasure of pinching off first the thyme, 
then the oregano, then the rosemary, fertile smells that will linger 
all day on your thumb. 

There’s the feel of the house warmed by candles and music, of 
a dinner party weli given, of the family's dothes washed and put 
away, of a bath when you can get the tub. of the lovely smile of a 
stranger on the street. There's the iook back over the decade to 
your first I OK run, and being glad you dived ofTthe high board on 
your 4Qth birthday, for you haven’t since and won’t again. 

Life is telling yourself that you really will, maybe next week, do 
what the food pages suggest, and cook two chickens and one pot 
noast simultaneously on Sunday so your family can Jiave nourish- 
ing comfort food all week long. It's wondering whether you should 
be fretting less about money or understanding your finances bet- 
ter. Whether to drink decaf, which of die latest medical articles to 
take to heart and whether die cockroaches are worse dian the bug 
spray. 

On the other hand, life is remembering that moment in your 
first job when you understood you could make a substantial con- 
tribution, and also tliat crushing moment when you found you 
could be taken for a fool. It’s learning to adapt to different milieus: 
When not to wave your hands, where emotional warmth is effec- 
tive, how much change you can push without being overwhelm- 
ing. when an Issue is ripe, and when courage turns to foolhardl- 
less. 

And, day to day, life is about the nagging guilt at being overdue 
i calling the school librarian, whom you promised to help pull old 
books from the collection, then calling and finding she’s not ready 
yet. It’s being forever your mother’s and father’s little girl, though 
low ‘you’ set the airfew, stop the bleeding, pay the tuition. 

Lire Is fearing breast cancer and hating root canals, wondering 
when your hair will turn gray. It’s regretting a moment when you 
were rude, and another, when you let someone walk all over you. 
And It’s being annoyed that you ‘still’ can’t reliably select a good 
cantaloupe. 

Its always knowing that soon you're going to weed out your 
wardrobe and your bookshelves and the stacks of boxes In your 
basement, and someday you'll edit your mother’s letters, or at 
least send copies to your siblings. 

It’s weeping in church when a hymn your grandmother loved is 
sung, and being quiet during the new-age ones. And it’s feeling 
blessed at all the books there are to read, all the music there Is to 
hear, Wbb.sites to trawl, walks to take, cities to see and people to 
embrace. 

But now, it's time to call the roofer, because his estimate still has ■ 
not come In, and it's raining agpln, just softly. A rhythmic tapping 
on the windows. 

Lovely. ' , . > 

By GENEVA OVERHOLSER 
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KOSOVAR ALBANIANS 
TO SIGN PEACE DEAL 


TLloodon (AGENCIES) - The Kosovar 
oromised ro sign the interna- 


N KOREA-US TALKS RESUME 
WITHOUT DELEGATION CHIEF 


NEW YORK (AFP) — US and 
North Korean officials conclud- 
ed six days of talks here Friday 
without an agreement on 
Washington's demands to 
inspect a North Korean suspect- 
ed nuclear sire. 

The North Korean Vice 
Foreign Minister, Kim Cye 
Gwan, failed to appear for the 
talks with the other delegation 
members. 


US chief negotiator Charles 
Knrtman told journalists "we 
did some work today, but I 
won’t go into contents.” 

"We are still working,” lie 
said, adding that he thought 
the talks could continue on 
Saturday. 

One state department official 
told AFP it was "possible that 
the talks may go into next 
week." 


Tile North Korean delegation 
left without commenting. 

The two sides have been 
holding ralks at the US mission 
to the United Nations since 
Saturday, with a break on 
Sunday. 

At issue are IIS suspicions 
that the underground site was 
intended to circumvent a 1*194 
deal in which Pyongyang 
pledged to hall its nuclear 


weapons program in eutanii 
for international help in bu" 
ing two light-water nucki 
reactors. 

Washington has rejM*! 
demands from the control® 
in led state for payment r 
return for site inspections. id 
the negotiations have Ibcud 
on North Korean demands ^ 
food and the lifting of US Me- 
llons. 


CARGO PLANE CATCHES FIRE AFTER 
LANDING, ONE PERSON INJURED 




SJJaadsi for Kosovo on Sunday, fbr- 
Sfoenstor Bob Dole said Saturday. 
f ■ bole, returning from a trip to the 
, iAns toW reporters in London: “We 
ye good progress. They promised to 
so: die agreement tomorrow." He had ear- 
spoken with U.S. Secretary or State 
' Madeleine Albright, who is also in London. 

111! last talks at Rambouillet near Paris 
ended Ineonduglvely despite intense pres- 
isre from the six-nation contact group, 

. y, up of U.S., Britain, France, Italy, 
Cnanuy and Russia. 

Dole hid met the Kosovar Albanians in 
daroloula after being refused a visa to 
enter Kosovo -by Yugoslav President 
Rtiodin Milosevic. 

Iflhe Kosova^AlbaOians go ahead and 


BOSNIAN 

SERB 

WITHDRAWS R0ME „ 
FROM JOINT lasts all y< 

coming, i 

PRESIDENCY roroake: 


sign the peace agreement, Western coun- 
tries will be able to turn up the pressure on 
the Serbs to back the deal, which envisages 
wide autonomy for the province. 

At the same time, the Kosovo Albanian 
"parliament” announced Saturday it has 
overwhelmingly endorsed the draft peace 
accord for the troubled Serbian province. 

In a statement released in the Kosovo 
capital, the assembly, which is not recog- 
nized by Belgrade, said it was “prepared to 
ratify the interim agreement if it is signed 
by the Kosovo delegation.” 

It was referring to the ethnic Albanian 
delegation to the Kosovo peace talks in 
Rambouillet, France. 

The "parliament" has 1 18 members, pre- 
dominantly from the Kosovo Democratic 
League headed by moderate Ibrahim 
Rogova. 


The news of a breakthrough ^on the 
diplomatic front came on the day an ethnic 
Albanian was killed in an attack on a restau- 
rant in Pristina. 

Seven other Kosovar Albanians were 
wounded in the attack early Saturday, in 
which gunmen opened fire on the restau- 
rant from a CHr, the semi-official Serbian 
Media Centre reported. 

In an earlier incident in the town of Pec 
six local Serbs were injured when a hand- 
grenade was hurled into a cafe, the Serbian 
Media Centre said. 

in both cases the identities of the attack- 
ers were not known. It was the second 
attack on the Serb coffee house in Pec since 
last December. Six young Serbs were killed 
in the first attack. 


IliADY 

IN iyilLLENNIUlWI PREPARATIONS 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — The 
Serb representative to 
Bosnia's collective presiden- 
cy, Ztvko Radlsic. said 
Saturday he had "suspend- 
ed" his participation in the 
ruling body over the deci- 
sion to make Brcko a neutral 
district. 

An arbitration tribunal set 
up under the 1995 Dayton 
peace accords decided 
hiday to create the Brcko 
district of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina , which had 
been under the control of 
toe Bosnian Serbs since they 
captured the town in 1992. 
fte district will „now 
remain outside the jurisdic- 
tians of Bosnia’s post-War 
entities, the Republika 
Sr Pska (Serb Republic) and 
Craat-Moslem Federation, 
operating under self-govern- 
ment. 

Radisic said his suspen- I 
s j® n . would continue until 
toe Republika Srpska parlia- 
ment takes a decision on the 
maner It is expected to 

meet Sunday in Banja Luka. 

;• the head of the 

t !* publika Srpska Socialist 
ant * a member of the 
f. | na<lerate government coali- 
- '° n Slo 8 fl . was elected to 
: osnla’s collective presiden- 
in the September 1998 
8ener «l elections. 

'° t,tl " g tr, P*T tlt « 

• Uh enC * R ' s0 includes 
: “2? Iead " Alij, 

I Auujeirvlc and Cr ° at lead * r 


ROME (AP) — The celebration 
lasts all year, 30 million guests are 
coming, and the pope is pressing 
to make sure all is ready. 

■folk about pressure, 
it is still winter, but Rome is 
feeling the heat these days as 
concern mounts over whether 
the ancient capital will be ready 
by year's end, when tourists and 
pilgrims start pouring in for mil- 
lennium festivities and the Holy 
Year declared by Pope John Paul 
II. From the start, deadlines were 
tight for hundreds of projects, 
ranging from widening highways 
to modernizing rail stations, 
aimed at keeping the masses 
moving through gridlocked 
Rome. Now inspectors are warn- 
ing tliat many key projects, 
including a six-story garage dug 
out of an ancient hill to park 
invading railroad cars, risk not 
being completed before 
Christmas Eve. when the pope 
will give a symbolic knock with a 
hammer on a sealed door at the 
back of St. Peter’s Basilica and 
officially open the Holy Year."At 
this point, we need a miracle," 
wrote the newsweekly. Panorama. 

Stuck in cars and buses detour- 


ing around dug-up roads, many 
Romans had already glumly con- 
cluded the construction won't be 
finished -in time. Compounding 
the anxiety over not meeting 
deadlines was the recent, dramat- 
ically higher estimate, by the 
Vatican and Rome, of the number 
of expected visitors, up from 20 
million to nearly 30 million. 

"We're on a razor’s edge," said 
Rome's Holy \fear commissioner. 
Paolo Gentiloni. 

The pope didn't mince bis 
words, either. He told Rome's 
mayor lie hoped all the projects 
would be wrapped up in time for 
millennium celebrations, an 
“unparalleled appointment" for 
humanity, he called it. 

Only a couple of days earlier, 
Public Works Minister Enrico 
Micheli had toured work sites 
and tried to pooli-pooh worriers, 
including a top aide who publidy 
questioned whether Rome could 
make up for lost time. 

With construction crews now 
authorized to work night shifts, a 
stunning new work rhythm for 
the city which everybody knows 
wasn't built in a day, some lost 
time can be made up, but not all, 



RESEARCH SATELLITE SPINS OUT 
OF CONTROL AFTER LAUNCH 

LOS ANGELES (AP| — Ground controllers were racing against 
time to save a newly launched, $49 million NASA.satellite that 
was spinning out of control after being launched into orbit. 

Tlte mishap was apparently due to the.thruster-hke action of 
hydrogen gas venting from a system needed to keep rhe satel- 

lire’s telescope extremely cold, 

Tlte Wide-Field Infrared Explorer, or Wire, was spinning Friday 
at the rare of once per second.Un|ess engineers gain control, all 
the hydrogdn could be lost, said Dim Sava#. * 

National Aeronautics and Space Aaminlstratioil headquarters id 
Washington. Wire carries* 32-centlmettr CasSegraln telescope 
with infrared detectors. The 254-kllograro sattRfte Is rite ftfth 
mission dnder NASA's Small Explorer program. ,The mission was 
designed to help scientists understand hoWand wMn Jalaxles 
formed and the historyof star forma;lon. Ihe launch cost $ 18 
million. yiVr ” ' V-‘ : 1 i •' 
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inspectors said. 

Most of the projects were 
designed to prevent Lumbering 
tour buses from further dogging 
Rome as the faithful move front 
church to church.The city and the 
Vatican are already arguing over 
the number orbuses jamming the 
streets for the pope’s weekly pub- 
lic audiences. 

Even modest plans, like one ro 
install 44 video cameras near 
basilicas to help traffic cops keep 
labs on pilgrims' progress, are 
running months behind schedule. 

Mudi of the lateness was 
blamed on bureaucracy in a coun- 
try largely tangled in red tape. 

In the case of the underground 
garage, work had to be interrupt- 
ed until a subcontractor fur- 
nished proof he bad no ties to 
organized crime, a requirement 
for public contracts. 

fire dismal report card is all the 
more striking considering that 
many of the more ambitious, and, 
critics say, more useful, projects 
were scratched from the original 
wish-list as unfeasible within the 
deadlines. 

"■Raffle will be the same as 
before, and worse than before," 
lamented Antonio Thmburrlno, an 
engineer and environmentalist 
who advises the government. 

Among projects canceled 
before they got started was a 
crosstown subway line to give 
Rome more than just the rudi- 
ments of underground transport 
and Romans a real alternative* to 
packed buses, snail-paced cars , 
and motorbikes. Another project 
pitched in the wastebasket was 
: meant . to unclog the, bottle- | 
necked Tlberside roadwayjust ns •; 

‘ it passes nekr the Vatican. 

"For the pilgrims there vdll be 
indulgences, holiness, paradise. 
For the . Romans, 1 nothing 
- remains,” said Giovanni Negri. 

; yvhose citizens’ group also keepS 
1. tabs op the Holy Ybar- works. . ' 


WASHINGTON — Chinn has built and tested nuclear bombs with 
the help of secret design information stolen from a US govern- 
ment laboratory, the New York Times reported Saturday. 

China's nuclear weapons designs were about a generation 
behind those of the United States until the mid 1990s. when 
Chinese nuclear test bombs began to show similarities to the 
US' most advanced miniature warhead, the Times reported. 

Citing US administration officials, the Times said the espi- 
onage happened in the 1980s, but was not detected until 1995. 

By 1996, government investigators had identified an 
American scientist at a Los Alamos laboratory as their suspect. 

The Pentagon confirmed in January the FBI was actively inves- 
tigating whether China obtained secret information for the most 
modern US nuclear warhead — Agcnce France Presse. 


TOKYO — The mother of Japan's Emperor Akihito, wife of the 
late Emperor Hirohito, turned 96 on Saturday, continuing as the 
nation's iongest-living empTess dowager. 

Tlje Imperial Household Agency said the empress Nagako is in 
good physical condition, having recovered from a cold she 
caught last February. 

The empress dowager has not attended an official event since 
her husband's birthday celebration in 1987. She has seldom 
been seen in public since Hirohito, known posthumously in 
Japan as Emperor Showa, died in 1989. 

Nagako became Japan's longest-living empress dowager in 
1995. surpassing Empress Kanshi, who died in 1 127. 

The daughter of an imperial court prince and princess, 
Nagako married in 1924 and has given birth to seven children. 
Akihito is her eldest child — Associated Press. 


TOKYO - Japan's justice minister is to resign early next week 
over an immigration blunder Involving his hero, US movie star 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, news reports said Saturday. 

The 64-year-old minister. Shozaburo Nakamura, has decided 
to step down following allegations that he used his position to 
keep a document written by the US star explaining his arrival 
here without a passport, newspapers said. 

He is to meet Prime Minister Keizb Obuchi early next week 
and inform the premier of his intention of resigning, the Yomiuri 
Shimbun said adding that Obuclii is expected to accept it 
Schwarzenegger flew into Osaka in a private plane last 
October to attend a ground-breaking ceremony for a theme 
park. He reportedly explained his passport had been stolen 
when he could not produce a travel document. 

„ He was then allowed to enter Japan with special permission. 
But It took nearly half a year for his report to reach the Justice 
ministry’s department in charge of immigration, giving rise to 
suspicions that Nakamura, a confessed Schwarzenegger fan. had 
kept it as a keepsake — Agencc France Presse. 


BANGKOK — Another 208 Myanmar opposition party members, 
including one member of parliament, have quit politics, the 
country's state-run' press said Saturday. 

The announcement came after . Myanmar Junta leader Than 
Shwe last month used a national unity holiday to demand a 
patriot^ drive to crush the political opposition led by Nobel 
peace laureate Aung, San Suu Kyi. ■ 

The National League for Democracy. NLD. whkh won 1990 
elections but has never Been - allowed to form a government, 
says hundreds of members have been detained In recent months 
and others have been forced to denounce .the party. 

Tire; Junta has ruled Myanmar, formerly known a$ Burma, In 
' 1 various: forms since •! 96 1 Agertce Fprance Presse. : ' . 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE CROSS RATES (DOLLAR) 


NGK Insulators 
Mitsubishi Electric 
Fuji Electric 
NEC Corporation 
Sharp Coiporatton 
Sony Corporation 
Bank Tokyo-Mitsublshi 
Mitsui TrA Banking 
Honda Motor 
Bridgestone Corp 
Citizen Watch 
Fuji Bank 
Mitsui Co. Ltd. 

Nomura Securities 
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The Arab League will hold the second Businesswomen 
Conference in Cairo next Tuesday, in cooperation with a num- 
ber of Arab and International organizations. 

Eighty women representing 13 Arab countries will attend the 
5-day conference in which a number ‘of woinen-related issues 
will be subject for discussion. Among these issues is the pro- 
ject for founding the Arab Council for. Businesswomen; anoth- 
er on women's role in decision making; and the role of educa- 
tional institutions in developing free-work skills for business- 
women in Arab business and generally — The Arab Daily. 


The first round of talks on customs tariffs and services com- 
mitments will be held in Geneva this week between Jordan and 
some of the most important trade partneis and members of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

The Jordanian Director of the WTO Unit at the Ministry of 
Industry and TYadeTamani Al Ghoul pointed out in a statement 
to the Jordanian news agency that Jordan made an initial pro- 
posal on a ceiling of customs tariffs on its imported agricultur- 
al and industrial goods, noting that Jordan is keen to imple- 
ment these tariffs and that it will not raise them in the future. 

The ceiling of customs tarilTs which Jordan adopted is high- 
er than the tariffs currently applied. The proposal will be nego- 
tiated because some of tire countries which will take part in the 
negotiations want to make some amendments on certain 
items. 

Al Ghoul stated that Jordan will take into consideration dur- . 
ing tliese negotiations the interest of the national economy in 
relation to irs industry and agriculture, indicating that Jordan 
will study any customs reductions asked for by the negotiating 
states before taking any decision on them. Jordan will hold 
negotiations with the most important trade partners including 
the United States. Japan. New Zealand, the European Union. 
Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Switzerland, India and Australia, 
she added — ■ The Arab Dally. 


The strategies of launching the new payment services of 
MasterCard in the region were the focus of discussions in a 
conference held In Petra during 4-6th of this month between a 
number of Arab banks and MasterCard International. 

The importance of this event comes in line with the changes 
the region is presently witnessing, mainly its transition from 
partial to global integration due to the revivnl in regional 
tourism, economy and trade expected fo take place In the next 
millennium. These are all indicators of a large-scale expansion 
of payments in which credit cards constitute a major agent, 
said WSsef Azar, director of Jordan National Bank in a press 
conference held on Saturday. _ 

This conference serves to raise the position of the Middle 
Bast on the global platform that provides the easiest and safest 
methods of payment operations by developing high-tech per- 
formances and cutting down on cash-dealing. In this respect) 
MasterCard has developed an advanced network that will 
ensure! its clients a faster- and more efficient service by reduc- 
ing the electronic processing time to less than 0.2 seconds. 

The : Regional bire'etpp of MasterCard international; '-jit the 
Middle .East and North Africa. Muhammad :BularaJ stated In the 
press conference that MasterCard Is accredited In 23,000 bank* 
and financial Instltutibns afolind the world, arid offers Its.ser- 
vices In more than 220 countries Bhd regions, whicli amounts | 
to nearly ;70O mllllbh MasterCards being accepted in over 16.2 
million [international ktores apd Trading departments — The 
'Arab' bally..: * ’ V ; v 1 .. ■* < 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — A proposed S 1 biilion loan program for 
tlie US steel industry is expected to help straggling US steel 
makers survive until other government help comes along to counter 
law-priced imports. 

Congressional aides said Friday that steel companies would be 
eligible to make use of the loans through 'the end of 200 1 and 
would have six years to pay the money back. Each company 
could borrow $ 25 million to S 250 million at market inrerest 
rates. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee attached the program 
Thursday to a wide-ranging supplemental spending measure for 
fiscal 1909. Tlie Senate Is to consider the package in coming 
weeks. 

West Virginia s Sen. Robert Byrd, who sponsored the loan pro- 
gram, said many companies now have problems borrowing 
money from banks because of uncertainties about future import 
trends. 

Last year's surge in imports triggered by the Asian economic 
crisis has I wen blamed for at least 10.000 Layoff and the bankiupt- 
cies of three US companies, Ladede Steel Co., Acme Metals Inc. and 
Geneva Steel Co. 

“It is time to stanch the damage and give the domestic steel 
industry a chance to recover,” said Byrd, ranking Democrat on 
the Appropriations Committee. 

Tile S 1.9 billion emergency spending package also includes 
aid for economically strapped US farmers, victims of Hurricane 
Mitch ill Ccnrral America and Joidan after King Hussein's death. 

The Commerce Department has found evidence that Japan, 
Russia and Brazil have illegally dumped steel in US markets at 
prices below production costs. The United States lias reached a 
settlement agreement ivitli Russia and plans to make final rulings 
this summer oil whether to impose tariffs against Japanese and 
Brazilian steel. 

The US industry lias been seeking stronger sanctions as well 
from die administration and from Congress. 

Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania said the loans should help 
companies avoid more layoffs and plant dosings while waiting 
for the administration to take action. 

Under rhe proposal, borrowers would contribute toward the 
program's S 5 million administrative cost. 

Clinton, in his budget request for the fiscal year starting Oct. 

1, proposed S 300 million in tax credits to give money-losing 
steel companies the opportunity to spread their tax losses over 
five years, instead of the usual two. But many industry officials 
said the provision would.do little to help them. 


PRIVATIZATION PREDATORS 
PEEVED AT AZERBAIJAN DELAYS 


INDIA AND 
BANGLADESH 
biSCUSS VAST 
TRADE GAP 


BAKU (AFP) — A year ago rhe Minaret 
investment group cracked open rhe cham- 
pagne and served up caviar in small moun- 
tains as it threw open the doors of its 
swanky new offices at Baku's most- desir- 
able corporate address. 

But today the office is all but empty and 
90^ of the staff have gone. The company, 
which boasted former US senator George 
Mitchell among its board members, lias 
become a victim of the slow, uncertain 
pace of large-scale privatization in this for- 
mer Soviet republic. 

“We came and looked and thought we 
had very good prospects' here," said 
Minaret's newly-appointed managing 
di rector Tanvir Afrab. "We built up a whole 
crew with -the assumption that something 
would happen in 1998." 

It was a high-risk strategy. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, 
Minaret’s controversial chairman Viktor 
Kozeny, who made his name buying up 
major state enterprises for a song in the 
Czech Republic in the early 1990s, 
pumped some SI 00 million of his oWn 
into Minaret, - 

The firm, which says it invests on behalf 
of some of the biggest names on Wall 
Street and in the City, planned to expand 
its Baku staff to 250 and beef up its other 
offices throughout the Caucasus and 
Central Asia. 

The firm’s traders have already shelled 
out dose to S200 million, insiders say, 
snapping up around 25% of Azerbaijan’s 
eight million privatization books, which 
each Azerbaijani received to invest or sell 
for profit. 

But the bold ploy has been sabotaged 
by bureaucratic haggling which has stalled 
the. highly-anticipated sell-off of the coun- 
try's blue-chip companies, including a por- 


tion of the state oil company SOCAR. 

Minaret, hit hard by investors' world- 
wide retreat from emerging markets and 
Azerbaijan's own economic problems, 
found itseir supporting a staff of 185 with 
the local securities markets going 
nowhere. Rival brokerage houses Global 
Securities from Turkey and Anglo- 
American AJG Investments have similarly 
cut back. 

According to state property deputy 
chairman Barat Nuriyev, Minaret's dimin- 
ished presence on the investment scene 
deals a blow to the privatization process. 

"It goes without saying that it is bad 
that Minaret is cutting back," said Nuriyev. 
“It is a very bad sign, and I hope the gov- 
ernment understands this." 



Always tomorrow, always tomorrow 


Theofficinl added that as AztrbaiJjnk. 
been deprived ofhard currency by 
lapse of world oil prices, thegove™#, 
needs to launch large-scale privaiizaiw 
urgently to channel much-needslZ 
into rhe budget. 

Yet officials are still thrashing obs, 
basic lines or the privatization frag* 
though tlie document should haw fa, 
submitted to President Heydar Aliyev f« 
signing by the end of 1998. 

Aliyev for his part wants parliament u 
enact legislation removing a string of fop] 
sticking points before he signs any p* 
gram into law, Nuriyev said. Official fore 
casts that auctions could start in eari) 
summer appear optimistic. 

Azerbaijan sold off around 90% of hi 
small businesses in the first round of pi- 
vatization, earning S78 million for m 
coffers. But rhe economic crown jewel! 
have remained firmly in state hands. 

Prices for privatization books, each con- 
taining four vouchers, have plummeted on 
rhe open market from a high of approu 
marely S 100 in March 1 997 to a little more 
than S15 today. 

Even with a new program outlining lin- 
ings and firms to be auctioned, investors 
could wait months before they are able to 
bid for the state gas, oil, energy, telecom- 
munications. or fishing firms. 

“Even now it is nor too late, people are 
still interested" Aftab. said, adding iHji 
M inaret is keeping a skeleton siaft m 
Azerbaijan ready to pounce when the sell- 
off is launched. 

“But we will be disappointed if nothing 
substantial happens by the third quarter 
of this year," lie said. 


BIG US CATALOG RETAILER 
SAVED FROM BANKRUPTCY 


LEXINGTON, Kentucky (AP) — The catalog 
retailer J. Peterman Co. was saved in a last- 
minute deal Friday niglu and will remain in 
business. 

The $10 million winning bid came from 
Paul Harris Stores Inc., a women’s clothing 
company that operates 300 stores nation- 
wide. The other group involved, headed by 
the Schottenstein Bernstein Capital Group, 
dropped our of the running when the bid- 
ding reached S 10 million. 

Ar a hearing Friday night in federal bank- 
ruptcy court, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
William S. ■ Howard gave preliminary 
approval to the sale. Peterman lawyer Greg 


Pnvey said the two sides plan to complete 
the deal by next Friday. 

Founder John Peterman had spent tlie 
Inst 10 days preparing to dismantle his 
upscale clothing company after failing to 
find a buyer to rescue It from Chapter 1 1 
bankruptcy protection. 

The company filed for protection from Its 
creditors on Jan. 25, just over a yenr after 
launching an ambitious 70-store retail 
expansion plan. Peterman said lie was 
pleased with the outcome. “I certainly liked 
the people I talked to," Peterman said. "The 
alternative wasn’t good because the com- 
pany would have gone away." 


I’clcrinnn said Paul Harris plans to con- 
tinue the company’s retail expansion and 
that all Peterman employees that were laid 
ofr would he brought back. Customers^ 
expect to see new catalogs in their mai- 
boxes in nbout a month, Peterman said- 
Peiei innn scat red his company in 1987 ty 
selling cowbuy-style canvas duster coats m 
the back pages ofTlie New Yorker and The 
Wall Street Journal. 

Tlie company is well-known for its cata- 
log, which combines poetic descriptions a 
the items for sale and artistic drawings^ 
the merchandise, blit it is most famous 
being parodied on TV's "Seinfeld. 




^ from Ufd ia^trtu a f ly every t h 1 ng said the Commerce 'Ministry, • Baoglades^O^ 




CHINA'S TOP PLANNER OUTLINES 
STRATEGY FOR 1999 


iffllNG (DPA) — China’s top planning 
on Saturday criticized irra- 
lal development of the nation's 
•conomic stnierure but said maintain- 
hii relatively fast-paced growth would 
yp solve problems in many sectors 
J boost consumer confidence. 

China had the capacity to reach its 
«onomk growth target of 7.0% this 
-ar, “but we will have to work very. 

hard to maintain it,” said Zeng 
Payjn, minister In charge of the state 
development planning commission. 

■We need to step up efforts to 
improve the economic structure and 
pattern of economic growth, continue 
to combine a good pace of growth 
with a good structure, quality and per- 
formance for the economy." Zeng told 
neatly 3,000 deputies to the National 
People’s Congress on the second day 
of the 11-day session which convened 
on Friday. 

In the struggle to reduce stockpiling 
and reduce losses in the debt-bur- 
dened state sector, the central govern- 
ment must reduce excessive produc-' 
lion capacity. 

In the textile sector alone, 10 mil- 
lion outdated textile spindles are slat- 
; ed Tor destruction while some 1 .2 mil- 
lion surplus workers will be channeled 
, into other trades to reduce losses by 
some 6 million yuan, Zeng said. 

1 Downsizing staff and improving effi- 
ciency is vital to the reform of ineffi- 
ciently run state-owned enterprises 
I burdened by debt and huge networks 
j ofworkers. laid-offs, retirees and their 
; dependents. 

Zeng urged lawmakers to speed the 


pace of eliminating outdated technolo- 
gy and equipment to make way for 
cleaner, energy saving processes man- 
ufacturing better quality and higher 
grade products. 

The textile industry needed to 
import more overseas technology, the 
petroleum and petrochemicals indus- 
tries require improved technologies 
for drilling and exploration, and the 
iron and steel industry should speed 
up retirement of aged and heavily pol- 
luting technology. 

China’s retail price rise should 
remain under 2% while consumer 
prices should stay under 4%. Zeng said. 

Zeng also called for a 4% increase in 
the per capital disposable income or 
urban residents. 

Rising unemployment and job inse- 
curity amid this massive state sector 
overhaul has resulted in listless con- 
sumer spending. 

Urban residents are minding their 
yuan after being told by Beijing last 
year that they will eventually lose their 
low-rent apartments and must buy 
their own homes. 

Tlie housing reform plan has basically 
fizzled out since only a fraction of urban- 
ites can afford to buy homes in the 
absence of any standardized bank mort- 
gage scheme. 

National investment in Fixed assets 
should increase by 1211, down from a 
1 4S increase last year, Zeng told law- 
makers. 

Investment should go towards 
rebuilding areas devastated by last 
summer's record flooding, water con- 
servancy facilities and infrastructure 


Too much light, not enough wot 

projects that have already gained offi- 
cial approval. 

"No more industrial development 
projects should be examined and 
approved in 1999. except in cases 
where technology will be improved 
and products will be upgraded and 
marketable,” Zeng warned. 

Rampant corruption in China's 
booming construction sector has wast- 
ed billions of yuan and lost lives. 
Construction companies often use 


their government connections to win 
major contracts and then sub-contract 
the jobs to cheaper builders who use 
unskilled labor and low-quality materi- 
als. 

Zeng ordered further restructuring 
of the agriculture sector and “every- 
thing possible" done to increase the 
income of China's farmers who com- 
prise the majority or the population 
and are burdened by taxes and grind- 
ing ignorance. 
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PARIS (AFP) — Israeli high-tech 
and biotechnology firms seek- 
ing additional capital are 
becoming increasingly Interest- 
ed in listing on the Paris stock 
exchange, which is doing all it 
can to attract them. 

The target is the so-caljed 
“new market," where emerging 
stocks, often with high perfor- 
mance potential, nre traded, 
even though this Is going 
through a difficult period com- 
pared with the more presti- 
gious CAC 40 index. 

Israel, which prides itself on 
having ■ 135 scientific 
researchers for every 10,000 
workers, thanks to an Influx of 
talent from the former Soviet 
Union, has encouraged the 
start-up of hundreds of high- 
tech firms. 

The Tel Aviv market cannot 
provide them with the capital 
or the' world reputation that 
they seek, and many are seek- 
ing to] have their shares traded 
abroad, . - 

. But only two Israeli compa- 
■ hies are quoted m Paris'; com- 
pared with around 100 oh the 
Nasdaq iq tfie United States, 

where they have often achieved ; 
impressive grovytb. .y •• 
France's hew market, set up. 


three years ago. could meet 
their needs, even though its 
performance has been' sluggish 
so far this year, after a gain of 
22% In 1998. 

“Seventy percent of my busi- 
ness is done in Europe, and one 
of my biggest customers is 
France's Essilor group," said 
Mark Abitbol, head of Visionix, 
an Israeli company which 
makes machines for manufac- 
turing contact and spectacle 
lenses. 

Abitbol was onfe or a number 
of Israeli business chiefs who 
met recently with French 
Investors in a conference orga- 
nized in Paris by the manage- 
ment of the new market. 

Peter Clifford, head of inter- 
national development for the 
new market, who visits Israel 
five or six times a year, said that 
the Nasdaq had become more 
volatile, while the number of 
, new listings had slowed. 

"American investors also pre- 
fer large firms and expect rapid 
results; while Europeans are 
more prepared to invest over a 
longer term," Clifford said, 
adding that he hoped: to see 
two or three Israeli companies 
arrive on the new market this 
yean 


Unfortunately, however, the 
two Israeli companies already 
listed in Paris have performed 
disastrously, which could put 
the others off. 

Astra, specializing in venture 
capital, slumped by 54% last 
year and lias lost a further 1 3% 
so far this year, while rhe value 
of shares in VCON, a specialist 
In video-conference equipment, 
has halved since its listing in 
November, despite results in 
line with expectations. 

VCON's sales director Udl 
Netzer commented that not 
many foreign high-tech compa- 
nies were listed on the new 
market, and Investors did not 
really understand them. 

Amaud Bricout, a director of 
brokers Meeschaert-Rousselle, 
added that there was no tax 
advantage for French investors 
putting their money in such 
firms, which limited their: capi- 
tal resources. y ‘ 

"As long, as this fiscal con- 
straint remains, foreign compa- 
nies hflve to. keep. a low pVofile, 
while at the same time ofrerlng 
good value," life said, J 
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'SIGHTS SEEN IN THE MINDS EYE COULD NEVER BE DESTROYED' 
STRABO (64 BC-21 AD) 

THE SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD 


P i populated and polluted, yet 
Cairo continues to be a mag- 
net for tourists from around 
the world. Cairo is a heavy dose of 
Egypt. \bu have to endure it if you 
want to see the country’s No. 1 
attraction, the Pyramids. It con- 
sumes you with its people, car 
horns, buses, animal carts, music, 
and fragrance, but you always want 
to come back to this unique city. 

In the center of the city, on the 
east bank of the Nile, lies the 
bustling Tahrir Square, wihle die 
world famous Egyptian Museum is 
on its north side. Bordering the 
eastern side of the Nile is tiie scenic 
street called Comlche el Nil. 
Following this street southwards 
will lead you to Garden City, where 
many embassies are located. 
Fartlier south is Old Cairo, die old- 
est Islamic and Christian (Coptic) 
part of the city. East of downtown 
is the largely medieval quarter 
called the fslamic Cairo. The 
famous Klran el Khalili Bazaar and 
tire Gtadel are found there. 

If you happen to find yourself in 
Cairo, dterc are many things you 
must do and many places you must 
see. The most famous sights are 
the Pyramids anti the Sphinx at 
Giza. One must also not miss see- 
ing the Citadel, the Mohammed Ali 
Mosque, the teeming Khan el 
Khalili Bazaar. and tire Step Pyramid 
at Saqqara. 

Transportation In Cairo is ail 
experience of itself Getting around 
the dty can be a nightmare for 
newcomers. Most street signs are 
not easily visible, 'ibu will general- 
ly have no problem finding help 
from a passer-by. 

Taxis are probably the best 
means of tranportatlon for visitors, 
because they are inexpensive and 


plentiful. Hixi drivers are usually 
very knowledgeable about the dty 
and can get you where you want ro 
go. Tfcxis are available at all hours of 
the day and night. Aldiough most 
taxis have meters, they seldom 
work, so you have to bargain in 
advance for the price. If die meter 
does work, it should read 60 p at 
the start of the trip. 

If you would rather have a better 
mode oftransportation, try the linv 
ouslne services. These are air-con- 
ditioned cars (Mercedes or 
Peugeots) and are available at most 
large hotels. Rates are about dou- 
ble those for taxis, but service is 
usually good. 

Cairo also has an excellent sub- 
way (metro) system, which covers a 
large area of the dty quicldy and 
efficiently French built, it features 
(as in Fferis)’art at major stations. 
The first car of each train is 
reserved exclusively for women. 
The only segment visitors to Cairo 
are likely to use is the segment 
between Ramses Shu Ion, THirir 
Square and Old Cairo. At each sta- 
tion diere's a booth that sells tick- 
ets. 

Because Cairo is overloaded with 
cars, traffic jams are frequent and 
parking ran be a chore. Walking 
around downtown can be both 
Interesting and pleasant, but be 
alert : pedestrians don't have the 
right-ofway in Cairo. Crossing tlie 
street can be a diallenging, frus- 
trating experience. 

If you are thinking of visiting 
Cairo, Cry to plan your trip away 
from the busiest season whidi 
tends to be in the summer (July - 
September), when visitors from the 
Gulf States converge on the dty 
Other peak times are around die 
I Holidays of Christmas, New "fear's 


JEWEL OF THE NILE 


and Easter. If you deride to stay 
around die airport area, you can 
stay at the Sheraton Heliopolis or 
the Novotel. However, if you prefer 
staying downtown, then you liave a 
larger variety to choose from like 
the Semiramis Inter-Continental, 
Cairo Marriott Hotel, or the Nile 
Hilton. 

It is a dty that is dill of good, deli- 
rious restaurants suiting each and 
every taste. Cairo's restaurants 
cover a broad spectrum, from posh 
venues with Continental cruise to 
Indian and Far Eastern cafes. 
Sampling Egyptian food is a must, 
and there are many small restau- 
rants offering basic local dishes. Fill 
is a Favourite. It’s served with a 
pita-type bread called aisli baladac. 
Tkmiyaa (called falafel in Jordan) is 
very popular For fast food lovera, 
Pizza Hut, KFC. and McDonald's are 
spread out all over town. 

If you value your taste, then head 
to the best restaurants in town. 
The Semiramis Grill has a stunning 
view of the Nile, along with exquis- 
ite service. Roasted or grilled 
meats and seafood are recom- 
mended. If you fanty some deli- 
rious Lebanese food, then head to 
Aladin in the Cairo Sheraton, were 
k Arabic music and belly dancing are 
performed nightly. However, for a 
really wonderful dinner, go to Le 
Chateau. This wood-panelled 
restaurant facing the Nile is one of 
Cairo's premier dining spots, fea- 
turing dishes like shrimp llambeed 
in cognac and veal wrapped In puff 
pastry. 

Visiting Cairo and not experienc- 
ing local favourite food Is a great 
loss. A lunch at El Omda, a popular 
restaurant specialising in kosheri, 
will be a perfect touch to your vaca- 
tion. Felfefa is a down-to-earth 


Egyptian cuisine restaurant, and 
famous for its Ful. 

Two of the most popular hot and 
trendy spots are Ciro’s Pizza 
Pomodoro of Knightsbridge, serv- 
ing a large selection of pizzas with 
a lovely fast moving atmosphere. If 
you are a blues lover, then do not 
miss going to the Tabasco House of 
Blues, with its hot and spicy blues 
bands. 

Have you ever tried a dinner 
cruise ? If not, then tile Nile has so 
much to offer you. The Nile Maxim 
is one of the most elegant cruising 
restaurants on the Nile. With its live 
entertainment and great food 
selection, this dinner experience 
will be one you will never forget. 

Many great civilisations have left 
a mark on Cairo. Tlierefore, sight- 
seeing opportunities are rich and 
varied, ranging from 4.500 plus- 
years-old Pyramids and die Sphinx 
to the medieval Citadel. Many of 
these sights are grouped geograpli- 
ically into tire following sections : 
Giza and the western bank of tire 
Nile (paranoiac monuments). 
Islamic Cairo (various mosques, the 
Citadel, and the Khan el Khalili 
Bazaar), and Old Cairo (Islamic and 
Coptic sights). 

To visit Giza, it is recommended 
to hire a taxi, where you will eqjoy 
visiting the Pyramids. At a short 
distance from these great Pyramids 
is die Sphinx, called Horem Akhet 
or 11 Horns, who is at the horizon" 
and the famous Museum of the 
Solar Barque, This museum pre- 
serves a barque, a boatin which the 
deceased pharaoh accompanied 
the sun on its daily journey through 
die sky, , Another necessary 
Pyramid experience is the Sound 
and Light show, held niglidy at the 
foot of tfre Sphinx, The show, nar- 


rated by the Sphinx himself details 
tire history of the Pyramids and fea- 
tures colourful illuminations. 

In Islamic (or medieval) Cairo, 
one can enjoy tire Citadel or tire 
various types of niosques that are 
scattered around the city. Tire Ibn 
Tblun Mosque, in the southwest of 
tire Citadel, is the oldest original 
mosque ill Cairo. Tire Minaret, 
with its spiral exterior staircase, is 
tiie only one of its kind in Egypt. 
On a dear day, you can see the shin- 
ing Pyramids standing majestically 
in die distance. 

In Old Cairo, one can reach most 
sights by taking the metro to the 
Mari Giigis station. It is a must to 
visit Al-Muallaqa ( the Hanging 
Church), Tills church is believed to 
have been built between the 5th 
and 6th century AD, with its floor 
hanging across two toweis of an 
ancient Roman fortress. 

If you favour seeing lilstoiy in 
the comfort of an air-conditioned 
room, with n fluent speaking guide 
of your language, then tire muse- 
ums of Cairo are open to embrace 
you with their unique antiquities 
and different historical periods. 

Do you know what a Felucca is 7 
Have you ever been on one? If nor. 
then book yourself a Felucca and 
head down the Nile. Tire best time 
is around sun set. Avoid stepping 
into the sltallow waters of die 
banks of the Nile. Snails there play 
h6st to tiny worms that can cause 
Bilhaizia, 

Shopping in Cairo is an experi- 
ence. \bu can find posh depart- 
ment stores and mails, like the 
Worid TVade Center or shop from 
traditional fairs and bazaars like 
Khan el Khalili. This bazaar is one 
of the lai^est suqs of the world and ; 
seems to come straight out of the 


Arabian nights. Make a point ij 
visit a perfume shop or puidus 
oriental silk or wool aipets. fc 
aware of aggressive shop tape* 
but otherwise enjoy. When yaw 
ready for a break, stop off a a w 
house, such as tiie Naguib Mafo 
Cafe and enjoy the scent of oil 
Cairo. 

Giiro has a dual heritage when s 
comes to arts. Tiie western he 
itage is particularly Frendi ife 
enced and flourishes in the lore l 
Cairo Opera House in theNatlord 
Culture Center. The open totf 
features regular dance and an> | 
phony performances. Midtfi 
Eastern art traditions are, sad fc 
say, dying out. Visitors can # 1 

taste of this culture through perff 
mances by various groups aid 
ensembles. Make sure to eryj. ^ 
Cairo's liandfol of theatrical pro- 
ductions, most of which are n 
Arabic. 

Enjoy a sizzling night ki oneef 
Cairo's night-dubs and pubs^ 
you can mingle .with thp driesfl* 
and famous, listen to music 
dance till dawn. 

Within die heart of the dty 

are excellent recreational 
fbralltoeqjoy However^ 1 * 
over exerting yourself esped#® 
a very hot summer day Or*®* 
play golf rldeiiorses, attend 

dubs, or set on trips. 

may be to Rwum. Memphis*" 
Saqqara, or to DahsfaK 
Natroun, or to the fabytaB toff 
and Aswan. : J 

For every type . and J?J 

tourist. Cairo. has’sometME 


offer. For every 

it, diene is a Joy Ajoytteiw 


by RULAP^ 

km! t Tm*" *** 


(continued from last week) 

The Colossus of 
Rhodes 

I f you happen to travel into 
New York City Harbor, you 
will see a marvellous sight. 
Standing on a small island in 
the harbour is an immense srat- 
' ue ora robed woman, holding a 
book and lifting a torch to the 
sky. The statue measures 
almost one hundred and twenty 
feet from foot to crown. It is 
sometimes referred to as the 
‘Modern Colossus:, but more 
often called the Sratue of 
Liberty. 

What many people do nor 
know is that this statue is an 
echo of another sratue, the 
original colossus that stood 
over two thousand years ago at 
the entrance of another busy 
harbour on the Island of 
Rhodes. Like the Statue oF 
liberty, this colossus was also 
built as a celebration of free- 
dom. This amazing statue, 
standing the same height from 
loe to head as the "modern 
tdossus". is one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. 
Alexander the Great captured 
Island of Rhodes In 332 BC. 
Upon his death, a power strug- 
gle between his generals erupt- 
edi Tto Rhodians supported 
^emy, who ended up ruling 
angered another 
j? ei »ral who sent his son 
Demetrius to capture and pun- 
■sh the island. 


The Rhodians eventually 
won. Tu celebrate their victory 
and freedom, they decided to 
build a giant statue or their 
patron god Helios. They melt- 
ed down bronze from the many 
war machines Demetrius left 
behind for the exterior of the 
figure. Construction of this 
statue took 12 years. 

The statue was one hundred 
and ten feet high and stood 
upon a fifty-foot pedesral near 
the harbour mole. Although the 
statue has been popularly 
depicted with its legs spanning 
the harbour entrances, so that 
ships could pass beneath, it was 
actually posed in a more tradi- 
tional Greek manner : nude, 
wearing a spiked crown, shad- 
ing its eyes from the rising sun 
with its right hand . while hold- 
ing a cloak over its left. 

No ancient account mentions 
the harbour-spanning pose and 
it seems unlikely the Greeks 
would have depicred one of 
their gods in such an awkward 
manner. In addition, such a 



pose would mean shutting 
down the harbour during the 
construction, something not 
economically feasible. 

The architect of this great 
construction was Chares of 
Lindos. He probably started by 
making smaller versions of the 
statue, then used these as a 
guide to shaping each of the 
bronze plates of the skin. It is 
believed Chares did nor live to 
see his project finished. Then- 
are several legends that he 
committed suicide. In one tale 
he has almost finished the stat- 
ue when someone points out a 
small flaw in the construction. 
The sculptor is so ashamed of 
it. he kills himself, in another 
version, the city fathers decide 
to double the height of the stat- 
ue. Chares only doubles his 
fee. forgetting that doubling 
the height will mean an eight- 
fold increase in the amount of 
materials needed. Tills drives 
him into bankruptcy and sui- 
cide. 

The Colossus stood proudly 
at the harbour entrance for 
some fifty-six years. Each 
morning the sun must have 
caught its polished bronze sur- 
face and made the god's figure 
shine. Then an earthquake hit 
Rhodes and the statue col- 
lapsed. Huge pieces of the fig- 
ure lay along the harbour for 
centuries. 

It is said that an Egyptian 
king offered to pay for its 
reconstruction, but the 
Rhodians refused. They feared 
that somehow the statue had 
offended the god Helios who 


used the earthquake ro throw it 
down. 

In the 7th century, the Arabs 
conquered Rhodes and broke 
the remains of the Colossus up 
into smaller pieces and sold it 
as scrap metal. Legend says it 
took 900 camels to carry away 
the statue. 

A sad end for what must have 
been a majestic work of art. 


m<s) 




* Whan packing 
clothes, roll 
them Inctead of 
folding thorn. 

Thlc cuts down 
on wrlnhlos and 
Ironing. 

* Leave your 
name and your 
address In your 
suitcase, just in 
cate of lose. 

* II you or# 
traveling for a 
week, ths only 
thing you nood 
more than one is 


llghtlyll! Always 
pack things that, 
will carve you In 
more than ana 


PLAN NOW AND SAVE MORE 


B ^agrtwfthahW 

SfJTS" 5 seem 10 ^ raking die 
2* of NSfr® cods (far airline tickets. 
sa-JV “rapanies are forced Id make travel 
25J™ " bst minute. With ddtet 
m, &, 1 ^ n been In the past live 
Alness travelers will gener- 
than % have in the past. Leisure 
^ however cottid benefit Com some 

that are taking place, 

Vvh ° In advance of 

^, i^, ane Belting very good deals, 
o, io kick for the sales, you 

■oak forsaW Z°*i ry0u . 316 h) Europe, 

to, Asia ^tiy spring. If you are traveling 


to Ash roiii ^ you are traveling 

10 tnqjar carriers. 

flboUt ^en y °0 fop latcfi 


L ook for higher prices and fewer frequent- 
flyer miles In this category. Almost all of the 
fnajor rental-car companies are cutting back 
on miles that they offer to customers, Generally 
rates ore up over previous periods and be. sure 
you ask about fast-minute cancellations! Some - : 
companies will .dwige you. ..even though you 
never get the car...ifyou cancel too late, . 

As always, your test deals will be In vacation 
areas where there, are lots of cars and competi- 
tion is high! One ofiier note: Ifypu rent one of 
. those ‘‘specialised 1 ’ vehicles; fburiwheel-drive 
sport utilities, or exotic cars, make sure that your - . 
insurance will covef damage If ypu choose W 
waive the collision loss waiver on the rental. Ask 
a lot of questions, surprises are no fan. 


ith oqcupandes at an ajl-time high, 
you’re going to have less luck finding 
deals in this area than In recent years. A 
number of new hotels are being built in die com- 
ing months and some may feature "specials" to 
get you (p by them. ' '■ 

A number of the major chains are trying to 
Increase their business to families. If that works 
for you, asjc about family plans. Wre going to 
have to do, your homework in this area and- some- 
times bypass tiiq travel agency itself; In calling 
- directly the hotel. 


NEWS FROM 
HERE AND THERE 

Beard number of IIS, tourists expected In Europe 

NEW YORK (AP) — The number of Americans traveling to Europe 
is expected to rise by 5 percent this year to 1 1 .5 million, a hike for 
the seventh year in a row. 

While it may be hard to get away from it all with so many coun- 
trymen tagging along, the good news is that airfares aren't expecr- 
ed to rise and the new Euro shouldn’t cause any currency exchange 
problems. At least that's the optimistic view of the 2y-member 
European Travel Commission. 

Their office in New' York says airfares should remain steady 
because of continuing low fuel costs and because airlines are reas- 
signing flights to the more popular European destinations. 

Cruise activity to Europe is also expected to rise, according to 
the commission. It says that in 1998, Europe berth nights 
increased 40 percent to 9.5 million, based on figures from the 
Cruise Lines International Association. And for 1999, the commis- 
sion points out, there are some 20 lines sending a record number 
of ships into European waters, including the world's largest, the 
newly launched Grand Princess, which carries 2,600 passengers. 

TWo U.S. cities land on lop 10 llstoMmvel ha mains 

NEW YORK (AP) — A World's Best Values list for those who can 
afford to know turned up two U.S. surprises this year when Travel 
and Leisure magazine surveyed its readers. 

Charleston, South Caro I ilia, and San Antonio were ranked in the 
top 10 cities worldwide. They are the ffrst U.S. cities to be listed 
since the survey was begun three years ago. 

Four U.S. hotels made the grade in a list of the 10 best values. 

Value, according to the survey, isn't about price, “but getting 
your money's worth,” says Nancy Novogrod, editor in chief. 

According to the magazine, “Whether your ideal vacation 
Involves checking into the Ritz in Paris or pircliing a tent in 
Yosemite, everyone appreciates a bargain." 

So, two hotels made the list with rates of more than dlrs 900 a 
night. 

Sydney and Melbourne, Australia, were the two top cities on the 
list, followed by Queenstown and Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Cape Town, South Africa, was No. 5, followed by San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico; Bangkok, Thailand; San Antonio; Charleston, and 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

The list- of favorite hotels was topped by The Oriental in 
Bangkok, at dlrs 250 per night for a double room. It was followed 
by Disney's ftcht and Beach Club Resort, Orlando, Florida, ar dlrs 
314 a night. The Rio Suite Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas at dlrs 
160 a night was No. 3, 

Other hotels in the Top 10, ranked in order, with rates: Kea Lani, 
Maui, Hawaii, dlrs 295; MalaMala Game Reserve, South Africa, dlrs 
970; The Cloister, Sea Island, Georgia, dlrs 312; Mena House 
Oberoi, Cairo. Egypt, dlrs 175; Chateau Frontenac, Quebec City, 
Quebec, dlrs 149; and two in Kenya, Governors' Camp. Masai 
Mara, dlrs 920, and Mount Kenya Safari Club, Nanyuki, dlrs 358. 

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef was voted the best island value. 

Btanme dans to slan lord of Dance to extended Slav - 

. LAKE BUENA VISTA, Florida (AP) — Walt Disney World’ is close to 
signing an agreement tliat'would bring the Lord of tlje Dance step- 
dancing troupe to the theme park resort for. an extended stay. 

The troupe’s Irish flavor will. fit; in well with the International 
spectrqm at Epcot, said Disney spokesman Dan Higgins, if all-goes 
according to plart, the Lord of the Dance will have a four-month 
stay starting in June at Epcor. ,, Epcot is about world cultures and 
; It's' consistent vylth the Epcot message*'' Higgins said. * 

" The troupe, a popular spinoff of Riverdance. is headed by for- 
niqr Rlverdance leader Michael Flatley. « ' 
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and lh»r ar« vary 
annoying. How can I 
make Hiont go away? 
Thoy look ugly. 

Thank you. 

Dear reader: 

Cold sores or commonly known 
as fever blisters, are infec- 
tions caused by a virus 
known as Herpes Simplex 
Virus type I. Most of us have 
been affected with this virus 
by the age of twenty. 

The Initial infection causes 
no symptoms or mouth blis- 
ters, but the virus stays 
latent in the nerve tissue of 
the face area and is reacti- 
vated from time to time 
causing blisters or sores. 

The reactivation is triggered 
by any condition that causes 
a reduction in the body's 
immunity such as a flu, cold, 
fever or any other illness. 
Sun exposure, menstruation 
and stress may also cause a 
blister's activation. 

Be careful, although harm- 
less to your health, they are 
contagious. Therefore, stick 
to using your own towel and 
avoid any skin contact. 

The lesion may persist for 7- 
1D days. Preceding its 
appearance you may feel 
itchiness, a burning sensa- 
tion then the small vesicles 
appear in the area filled with 
a dear yellowish fluid on a 
raised painful - area around 
the mouth, lips, gums and 
even directly on the skin 
area surrounding the mouth. 
The blisters usually subside 
without treatment but your 
doctor may ptescribe an 
antiviral drug which short- 
ens the course of the symp- 
toms and reduces the pain. 
If the sores persist for more 
than three weeks, you need 
to consult your doctor. 



RANAASFOU 


Health editor 



P hytoestrogens are natu- 
rally occurring plant 
estrogens. They first 
came to the attention of 
researchers when sheep farm- 
ers noticed that sheep graz- 
ing on a type of red clover, 
stopped producing lambs. It 
turned out that the clover 
contained a type of plant 
estrogen, which worked as 
though the sheep had been 


sense as soy products contain 
pytoestrogens. 

By now, we are well aware 
of the benefits gained from 
hormone replacement dierapy 
(HRT) by some women such as 
lower risk of osteoporosis, 
lower incidence of heart dis- 
ease, relief from menopausal 
symptoms 



A liking for foods which 
taste sweet is present at 
birth. Brussels sprouts 
don't come into the sweet 
range. We are also bom with 
a dislike for bitter or sour 
tastes and at certain ages, 
particularly from three to 
about six, most children really 
hate trying out new flavors. Also, 
they very quickly pick up 
parental messages; for exam- 
ple, ice-cream is a reward 
food, vegetables are duty 
foods. 

Children are like adults, 
they prefer rewards but, 
unlike adults, they don't take 
into account the health 
aspect of the food they eat. 


So, even though btujstlj 
sprouts are undoubtedly good 
for us. they often are rejected 
by children. 

However, .studies hw 
shown that if children are 
offered foods Initially reject- 
ed from time to time (hey 
will eventually get to like 
some of them. 


jppjj—Asmail study daims if you 

iHifouror more cups of coffee in 

die morning, you may produce 
ntfe stress hormones and have 
fjgher Mood pressure throughout 
die day 

Scientists at Duke University 
Medlcd Center say the body then 
acts as If It's continually under 
stress. 

Oaaaonal surges of stress hor- 
mows temporarily raise heart rate, 


blood pressure and mental sharp- 
ness long enough to finish a task. 
But excess stress can cause bodily 
hann from damaging blood vessels 
to weakening the immune system. 
The Duke study, presented yester- 
day at a meeting of the Society of 
Behavioral Medicine in San Diego. 
California, conflicts with results or 
previous repoits of larger studies 
which found no sudi connection 
between coflee and changes in 


hormones or blood pressure. 
Coffee industry experts dismiss the 
study as too small and too insignif- 
icant. Says Coffee Information 
Institute spokesman Gary 
Goldstein, "While recent studies 
show tliat coffee may raise blood 
pressure, tire effects are only 
temporary. A 1997 study on caf- 
feine showed there are no long- 
term elevated blood pressure 
effects." 





BLADE STEAKS WITH 
ARTICHOKE HEARTS 


ular bleeding and the possi- 
bility of an increased inci- 
dence of breast cancer after 
more than five years' 1 use. 

Tire hope is to develop 
more friendly HRT involving 
edible plants or plant extracts 
in tablet form which will help 
relieve menopausal symp- 
toms without side effects. 

There is also good news 
for men. Aldiough 



Makes 4 servings 
Nutrient value per 
servlngt 
Calories! 520 
Protelm 31 g 
Pats 41 g 

Carbohydrate! 6g 
Sodium! 829mg 
Cholesterol! 130mg 

LaflE&dtenlai 

1 tablespoon olive oil 
4 boneless bool top 
blade stoaks, each 3/4- 
Inch thick (about 1 1/2 
pounds) 

1 package (9 ounces) 
froxen artichoke hearts, 
thawed 

1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon loaf thyme, 
crumbled 

1/2 cop beef broth 
1 * medium tomato, cut 
kail 


1 tablespoon oiualfi 


1 . Heat 1 teaspoon olive oil 
in large, heavy skillet over 
medium-high heat. Add half 
the steaks; brown on both 
sides, about 4 minutes for 
medium-rare or until desired 
donenesi. Remove steaks to 
platter; keep warm. Rep** 
with remaining steaks and I 
teaspoon olive oil. 

2 . Add remaining I teaspoon 
olive oil to drippings in skillet 
Add artichoke hearts, salt and 
thyme; cook for 3 minutes, stir- 
ring constantly. Add beefbrotb 
and tomatoes, Bring to th< 
boil; boil for 1 .minute. Reduce 
heat to low; whisk in butter 
Return steaks to skillet. Cover; 
heat through. 

3. Serve Immediately. 



S ince nails are largely 
forihed from protein, of 
which the chief one is 
keratin,' It Is important that 
jour dally food includes them 
in your die t. Foods containing 
sulfur, round in. eggs, onions, 
garlic and mustard, encour- 
age the growth of healthy 
nails. 

Problems with the nails 
can indicate anaemia, espe- 
cially if they become thin or 
flattened. If you can eat liver, 
■bis will fulfil your iron needs. 
Additionally, consider taking 
a mukHnineral supplement. 
Avoid tea and coffee as they 
todi bon absorption signif- 
icantly. 


that, you should turn towards through perspiration, in which 
a whole food diet rather than case take a supplement of around 

processed or refined foods. I5mg of zinc sulfate daily until 
You may be losing zinc you notice an improvement. 




5 WAYS TO 
BURN 300 
CALORIES 


So, you've had a slice of chocolate 
cake and want to burn off those 
extra calories, fast? Turn to ene 
of these activities to do just that: 

1. Ride a bike for about 22 minutes 

2. Jog for about 27 minutes 

3. Swim for about 36 minutes 

4. Play tennis for about 42 minutes 

5. Walk for about 45 minutes 


FEMALE 

INMATES 


Amnesty International 
‘condemning US prison 
5™“ *» a steady diet or 
abuse and medical 

,3™ ™° n S the nation’s 
"TOuand women inmates. 
'“WV report, titled "Not 
Sentence", the 
siatP gtou P blames 

t*riah r r '? Wal correaions 
““alt for "a shocking array 

^"^-ioiations." 

*&«■*-**. 
u ; n ■' 7 !ivv attention to 
^'Satatosasone of 
»^ S f' ll ( l ' ola ' vs against 
Maa. ! , betWeen 

'“•TatMW n< 4vora< » 
Itfests the federal 
letting men 


make up 70 percent of the 
guards in federal women’s 
prisons. 

The group says women in 
prisons are subjected to sexu- 
ally offensive language, grop- 
ing, rape, torture and Inade- 
quate medical care. It also 
cites cases of women inmates 
who were shackled while giv- 
ing birth. 

Tlie report says conditions 
are especially troubling in 
light of the soaring female 
inmate population wjtich is 
growing faster than the male 
inmate population. There are; 
now more than three tlmes as 
.many women Jails'; arid 
.prisons as ip 1985. 


ARE YOU 
YOUNG AT 
HEART? 

Tflk9.fttf.Lle.sJ 


TIP ...r " , 

OF 



DEAR DR. OOTft What's 
the alary on the new 
research suggesting that 
heart attacks may actual- 
ly be caused by cat Infec- 
tion? 

DEAR READER: This is truly 
one of the most interesting 
and innovative theories to 
pique the curiosity of the 
medical profession. There is, 
indeed, increasing evidence 
that inflammation may play 
an important role in arte- 
riosclerosis (hardening of 
the arteries) and. by exten- 
sion, may be a major factor 
n causing heart attacks. 

Tlie first indication of this 
relation came in the form of 
C-reactive protein, which is a 
marker (in the blood) for 
inflammation in the body. 
The Physicians’ Health Study 
revealed that high C-re active 
protein levels in healthy men 
without heart disease were 
strongly predictive of subse- 
quent heart attacks: Those 
men with the highest levels 
were more likely to develop 
heart disease than were men 
with the lowest levels. 
Following this study, other 
reports were published that 
suggested several possible 
types of microorganisms 
(including chlamydia. H. 
pylori and cytomegalovirus) 
tliat might be to blame. 

Last summer, researchers, in 
rhe Helsinki Heart Study 
reported that other protein 
markers (known as 
immunoglobulins) also pre- 
dicted an almost three-fold 
increase in coronary events, 
This relation held true even 
when the data were adjusted 
for age and smoking-history. 
These findings prompted 
some scientists to recom- 
mend antibiotic therapy for 
people with heart attacks. 
Obviously, the indamma- 
tion/heart disease connec- 
tion requires more defini- 
tion; there are still many 
pieces missing from this 
complex puzzle. Fortunately, 
new and expanded research 
is underway. Experts caution 
that It’s still too early to 
make blanket recommenda- 
tions about using antibiotics 
to cure corohary disease, 
But the preliminary findings 
are intriguing and, if con- 
firmed, may well revolution- 
- ize the treatment of cardiac 
disorders, vascular diseases, 
even the consequences of 
aging itself. 
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TECHNOLOGY IN BRIEF 


Woman commits suicide after 
failed web affair 

DETROrT — Police were Friday probing the death of n 28-year- 
old French woman in suburban Detroit in an apparent suicide 
after she was spumed by her Internet lover. Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, Police Chief William Dwyer identified the victim as 
Julie Yasa of Tours, France, who was found dead (ace down in a 
wooded area Wednesday. Her passport and some pills were 
found at her side. Dwyer named her lover as Matt Whde and 
said he was cooperating with the investigation through his 
attorney. %sa came into the Detroit area from neighboring 
Canada last week after developing a eight-month Internet 
romance with Wfede, police said. Wade told police that he 
spumed Yasa after a night of sex Saturday and dropped her off 
at a motel the following day. After spending two nights at the 
motel, Yhsa returned to her lover’s apartment and informed 
him that she had swallowed a bottle of sleeping pills, accord- 
ing to police — Agence France Presse. 

Highspeed circuits to bo avail ab le after MS H, 
Hong Kong Iblecom deal 

HONG KONG — Movies and interactive video games .will be 
available on personal computers in a deal between Microsoft 
Corp. and Hongkong Telecom, making Hong Kong the fiist city 
in the world to enjoy such a convenience, newspapers report- 
ed Friday Beginning late this year, users will be able to watch 
movies on their PCs and play three-dimensional video games 
with other users anywhere in tire world using Microsoft soft- 
ware and Hongkong Telecom's advanced telephone system, 
the Hong Kong Standard reported. Microsoft boss Bill Cates is 
in town next week and has scheduled an announcement with 
Hongkong Telecom, but the two companies were silent Friday 
about any deal. With Hongkong Telecom’s recent acquisition of 
high-speed downloading technology from U.S. firm Qwest 
Communications, Microsoft can send software directly to the 
user over computers — as it lias been doing in the United 
States since signing its own agreement with Qwest a month 
ago — ■ The Associated Press. 

M icro s oft praises Thai court rating 
against computer pirates 

BANGKOK— U.S.-based Microsoft Corp., the world's most suc- 
cessful computer software company, hailed Friday a recent Thai 
court decision against software pirates. "We applaud the 
Criminal Court’s judgment," Microsoft's corporate attorney 
Qiristopher Austin said in a press release. Thailand’s Criminal 
Court informed Microsoft in late February that it had fined 
three executives ofa computer sales firm a total of $12,162 for 
illegal hard disk loading. The three Thai executives of Klein 
Systems also were given two-year suspended jail terms for ille- 
gally loading Microsoft programs on computers they sold. 
Although the U.S. government has lifted sanctions against 
Thailand for intellectual property violations, it has warned that 
piracy is still prevalent in die Southeast Asian country and has 
urged authorities to step up suppression efforts — The 
Associated Press. 



A moving robot with changing facial expressions tells visitors about Hong Kong's new digital audio broadcast (DAB) 
For radio at the Hong Kong Information Infrastructure Expo and Conference 1999. DAB provides interference-free 
radio broadcast of near-CD quality as well as the capacity for transferring other digital data. 

TWO CHARGED WITH 
HACKING IN SINGAPORE 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Two 
Singaporeans were charged in 
court Saturday with illegally 
obtaining the passwords and 
user identities of Internet sub- 
scribers and posting them on a 
US-based website, television 
reports said. 

David Kok Tuck Whye, a 22- 
year-old student of a local acade- 
my of fine arts, and unemployed 
Pang Soon Chen, 19, were arrest- 
ed Thursday, a day after 
Singapore Internet service 
provider SlngNet lodged a police 


report over the postings on the 
US website. 

The reports did not say 
whether any plea was taken from 
the duo, who were reported to 
have set up a website called 
SickNet on Xoom.com, a host in 
the United States. They used it 
to reveal the log-in names and 
passwords of 17 Singnet sub- 
scribers. 

They had used a programme' 
called “Ttojan Horse" to obtain 
the passwords, local newspapers 
reported. Tills programme can 


be sent to a user while he is on 
line without his knowledge. It 
records his keystrokes and sends 
it back to the hackers. 

Under Singapore's Computer 
Misuse (Amendment) Act, 1998, 
unauthorized access to comput- 
er material is punishable with a 
fine of $2,906 and a prison term 
of up to two years, or both. 

For the unauthorised disclo- 
sure of access codes, a fine of up 
to $10,000 and a prison term of 
up to three years, or both can be 
meted out. 



Parn! All the new movies 
> get snatched up Yigvn 
.When -tVieyVe returned. 


Hwimvww, Y WViaJt Qr&\ ’Souse me, sidll glve ^M 1 


Just goes to show 
\ you, Maxine... J 


Gone tivnes you ] 
rave -to pau a little ' 
vnore for something 
rv,you really nmtj 


Skim feSp* 

bte, in late -fees. ,-4 


'CHINA STOLE 
NUKE SECRETS 
FROM US' 


NEW YORK (AP) — Using 
goers stolen from a U.S. gov- 
Mment laboratory. China 
developed the technology to 
miniaturize nuclear bombs, n 
ley step toward fielding a mod- 
em midear arsenal. The New 
Yoiit Times reported Saturday. 

flie technological advance 
vis gained from the mid-1980s 
theft of ftS. nuclear secrets 
from the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in New Mexico, 
according to Clinton adminis- 
tration officials. 

The act of espionage was not 
delected until 1995, when 
American experts analyzing 
Chinese nuclear tesr results 
found similarities to America's 
most advanced miniature war- 
head, the W-88, The Times 
reported. 

hi the past, China's nuclear 
weapons designs were a gener- 
ation behind those of the 
United States, largely because 
Beijing was unable to produce 
small warheads that could be 
launched from a single missile 
at multiple targets, a capability 
necessary for a modern nuclear 
force. 

Within a year of the discov- 
ery of the theft, Investigators 
had identified a suspect work- 
ing at the Los Alamos laborato- 
ry, where the 1940s Manhattan 
Nect developed the first 


atomic bomb. The investiga- 
tion also determined that 
China was continuing to steal 
nuclear weapons secrets from 
major American labs. 

But some officials claim the 
investigation was pushed aside 
for policy reasons. 

“This conflicted with their 
China policy." said a U.S. offi- 
cial speaking on condition of 
anonymity. "It undercut the 
administration's efforts to have 
a strategic partnership with the 
Chinese." 

No arrests have been made. 

The White House was told of 
the nuclear espionage in the 
summer of 1997, just before a 
U.S. -Chinese summit meeting - 
the first such meeting in eight 
years - which was intended to 
show the improvement of rela- 
tions between the Clinton 
administration and Beijing. 

The White House claims that 
ir took the spying seriously by 
ordering improved security at 
the labs. 

But a reconstruction by the 
Times shows that the govern- 
ment's response to the nuclear 
theft was marked by delays, 
inaction and skepticism - even 
rhougli some senior intelli- 
gence officials believed the 
theft was among the most dam- 
aging cases of espionage in 
recent history. 


'RUSSIA'S GAZPROM 
THREATENED BY Y2K' 


WASHINGTON (R) — Eastern Europe 
and former Soviet Union states could be 
hit with “severe shortages" of energy if 
Russia's natural gas pipeline stops work- ' 
ing because of the year 2000 bug, a CIA 
analyst said on Friday. 

Despite its heavy dependence on the 
Gazprom Natural Gas Pipeline network 
owned by Russia, the region could sur- 
vive a Gazprom shutdown for about 30 
days with existing inventories, he said. 

Gazprom, whose assets include a 
quarter of the world's natural gas, sup- 
plies about half the energy used by 
Russia, plus 15 percent of energy con- 
sumed by Eastern Europe and 5 percent 
by Western Europe. The natural gas 
monopoly also is Russia’s largest compa- 
ny. 

"The storage capacity and drawdown 
capability of Eastern Europe and other 
states of the former Soviet Union sug- 
gests that those countries could experi- 
ence severe shortages, should Gazprom 
shut down," said Lawrence Gershwin, an 
intelligence officer with the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

Gershwin testified on Friday before 
the US Senate special committee on the 
year 2000 technology problem. 

The so-called Y2K problem refers to 
many computers designed so rhat they 
cannot recognise a date after Dec. 31, 
1999. Until recent years, programmers 
truncated years to two digits to save 
space, which means char when the year 


changes to 2000, it may crash or gener- Gazprom's equipment, including: 
ate wrong data. — Ageing mainframe computers 

Virtually all US industries have been roughly equivalent to the IBM 360 and 
upgrading and testing equipment for the 360 series that are "highly likely" to 

beginning of 2000. while less wealthy stop working on Jan. I. 

countries have lagged in their prepara- — Supervisory control and data acqui- 
tions. sition systems, most of which were pur- 

Gazprom officials could operate chased years ago and not Y2K-ready. 
equipment manually, use stored gas or — Satellite ground stations used to 
switch to backup-pipe segments if rhe transfer data from production regions to 
pipeline shut down or exploded. But, Gazprom headquarters. 

Gershwin added, “It is unclear whether — Hundreds of unattended equip- 

these measures are sufficient to deal ment stations in remote areas of Siberia 

with the scale of problems that could that rely on embedded processors. Some 
occur due to Y2K failures." of the stations, which control pipeline 

U.S. intelligence officials have identi- valves, are accessible only by helicopter. 
Tied several potential problems with 

ONLY 20 PERCENT READY 
FOR MILLENNIUM BUG 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia is only 20 percent immunised against the millenni- 
um bug computer problem linked to the arrival of the next century, the coun- 
try's top Y2K official said Friday. 

Alexander Krupnov told Echo Moscow radio that only the Central Bank and 
the giant state savings bank Sberbank were “more or less fully' 1 prepared for 
the date change in 2000. 

Krupnov, head of the State Communications Committee overseeing state 
preparations for the next century, estimates Russia must spend S2-3 billion to 
prepare its computer and information systems in time. 

As a space-saving device, early computer chips only used the last two digits 
in dates to identify years, a design fault mirrored in the computor software 
industry and whose significance only became apparent decades later. 


GIBRALTAR HIGHLIGHTS 
BORDER JAMS ON WEB 

MADRID (AFP) — The diplomatic rough-and-tumble 
ehveen Gibraltar aud Spain over the future of the 
ritish colony known as The Rock has taken on a cyber 
pension with Gibraltar using the Internet to highlight 
Wat it calls Madrid's "harrassment." 

came ras set up at the bonder of the tiny colony, 
cn sit s on a peninsula in southern Spain, provide updat- 
tve pictures on the web (www.frontier.gibnet.gi) of the 
T?™ checkpoint, which has been recently reinforced, 
ree of the cameras show interminable lines of cars and 
e held up as they get Vetted before entering Spain, 
*j 1 Phng Gibraltar to accuse Madrid of being "un- 
P«n and violating laws allowing free movement of 
P^Ple within the European Union (EU). 
the S C °^ er camera shows only a green. tarpaulin set up by 
guards so they can carry out their work unob- 
a! '* ie s * te s option under that Image reads: "What 

^ 'hey got to hide?" 

Paim^ ' ntroc * uct ' on - site says: l 'As part of her cam- 
^to recover Gibraltar, Spain.,, operates the border 
queues and d” 3 ^ ^ artif ' c ' a ^y causos unneessary 

Januaw° n ^! ac ^ hit a new crisis over Gibraltar in late ; 
Mad h? CC m ' n ® ^' ng r 'Shts in the colony’s waters. 

^la wh'rL persistentl y claimed the return of the penin- 
Gtoalta « ^ Vas given t0 Britain in a 1713 treaty. Most, of 
^doit's*' °°° ^habitants, support remaining under 


COMIC'S FACE-LIFT TO BE 
BROADCAST ON THE WEB 

'THERE'S SO MANY PEOPLE WHO GO AWAY AND 
HAVE THE PROCEDURE DONE ON SOME ISLAND' 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Veteran comedian 
John Byner wants to change the face of 
plastic surgery — he plans to let the 
world see him shed the years In what is 
billed as the first celebrity facelift shown 
live on the Internet. 

The actor-comedian will go under the 
knife of Los Angeles plastic surgeon 
Richard Ellenbogen on Monday for the 
cyberenst on http:/Avww.celebritydoc- 
tor.com. 

Byner, 6|, a sitcom and. talk-show regu- 
lar known for his Impersonations, said 
Friday he wants to be honest abplit his 
1 appearance and to get plastic surgery 
"out of the closet." • 

"There’s, so many people who go away 
and have the procedure dope on some 
island, and wait to come back after they 
heal 8hd say they’ve been on a diet or 
something,” Byner said. 

"So this Is: letting people know what 
It’s about, from beginning to end.” 

, Byner acknowledged being nervous but; 


said he doesn't feel all that odd about his 
operation being broadcast. 

"I'll be out of It, so I won't know what's 
going on,” he said. "It's the only way to 
do this." 

He's also getting his face-lift for free. 

Ellenbogen, whose patients included 
the late Lana Turner, said he is perform- 
ing the surgery without charge in associ- 
ation with Sands Digital Media, which is 
producing the cybercast. 

In addition to a face-lift, Byner will 
undergo fat, grafting, in which fat taken 
from his abdomen is implanted into his 
face for' a fuller look; blephardplasty 
(removing the bags under his eyes); a 
forehead lift (to raise his sagging brow) 
and a corner, mouth lift. 

"Not only will we make him younger, 
fresher, better, but his outer (appearance) 
will match. hi$ Inner," Ellenbogen said, 

; The entire package wpul.d normally 
copt betWeen;.$iO',OOQ and'$2f5,Q00; he 
said.. ■ i . | .: 


Byner played the role of Detective . ! 

Donahue on rhe long-running ABC series J 

"Soap." He recently starred for the UPN 
Network as Ed Sullivan For "The Virtual _ . j 
Ed Sullivan Show" and has appeared in l 

such sitcoms as "Dharma and Greg" aud I 

"Caroline In the City." j 

Ellenbogen, a board-certified plastic 
and reconstructive surgeon, is something 
of n celebrity himself, having been fea- ; 
tured on such TV shows as "CNN Show I 
Biz ' Today," “Inside Edition," 
"Entertainment Tonight" and "Hard 
Copy.'; 

Byner’s surgery Is to begin at 1 1 a.m. 

EST (1600 |GMT). 

. The operation will be shown using G2 
kealplayer video streaming; software 
whieji' can bq 5 downloaded, prior to the ... 
operation at http V/Www.riud, com. 

. If the operation Is popular, the produc- •' 
ers , of . the; show Want to follow up by ' j . 
doing plastic surgery live on the Net with 
. a femaje .Celebrity. ' . : 

:• : f !•' ^ 




03:00 Journal-Con Tama Del Ola 
/JoumaHMIhTop Story 
Germany Today 
04:00 Joumal-MIt Tagesthema 
04:30 Sch%tze Der Well 
04:45 Chronlk 

05:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
Made In Germany- The 
Business Magazine 

Joumal-MIt Tagaathema 
06:30 Deutschland Haute 
07:00 Journal -With Tap Story 
ZDF Inside Report 
08:00 Journal- Mil Tagesthema 
08:30 Kultur-Galerle-Das 
Kutturmagazln 
09:00 Journal- With Interview 
09:30 Germany Today 
10:00 Joumal-MIt Interview 
10:30 SchTMze Der Well 
Chronlk 
11:00 Journal -With The Waek 
:30 Mads In Qermany-Tha 
Business Magazine 
:00 Journal- MH Interview 
12:30 Deutschland Heute 
13:00 Joumal-Wlth Interview 
13:30 ZDF Inside Report 
14:00 Joumal-MIt Die Wochs 
14:30 Kullur-Gatarle-Daa 
Kullurmagazln 
15:00 Joumal-WIth Interview 
15:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Journal-Mil Interview 
10:30 GlaubensMchen 
1 7:00 Joumal-Wllh Top Story 
17:30 Made In Germany- The 
Business Magazine 
18:00 Joumal-MIt Interview 
1B:30 Schauplalz Oeutchland 
19:00 Joumal-With Interview 
19:30 Treasures 01 The World 
Senengai _ 

1 9:46 Tlmelina 
20:00 Joumal-MIt Die Woche 
20:30 ProJeM Zukunlt-Das Zu- 
Kunftsmegazin 


22:00 Journal-Mil Interview/ Journal- 
Con Con La Santana 
22:30 Aleman la En Vivo 
23:00 Joumal-Wllh The Week 
23:30 Aria Unllmlted-The Cultural 
Magazine 


07:00 Journal ■ If 

TV5 ■ W 

07:15 Journal Des Arte El Des 
Spectacles 

07:30 Horizons Francophones 
08:00 Partlr Sur La Rauls Dea 

09:00 TV5 Minutes et mateo 
09:05 Journal de Radfo-Canada 
09;30 Bua at Compagnle 
10:30 Les Plods Sur I'hsrbe 
11:00 TVS Minute 
11:05 Telalourlame 
11:30 Medlterraneo 
12:00 TV5 Minutes 
12:05 Muslque Mualquqa 
12:30 Perfeclo 
13:00 TV6 Minutes 
13:05Teteclnema 
1 3:30 Journal de France 3 
1 4:00 Le Monde A La Trace 
1 6:00 Journal International TVS 
16:15 Splandeurs Nalurelles 
D'europe 

17:13 Vlvement Dlmanche 
19:15 TV5 Minutes 
19:20 Correspondancas 
19:30 Journal TV5 
20:00 Y a Pas Match 
20:30 Journal de La RTBF 
21:00 Le Monde De TVS 
23:00 Journal de France 
Television 

23:30 Le Monde DeTV5 
00:55 Sons Balaere D'amerlque 
01:25 Mateo Internationale 
01 :30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal de la TSR \ 

- 02:30 D'un Monde a L’auira 
04115 Les Plods Sur I'herbe 
Q4:30 TVS Minutes 
04:35 Horizon 


08:30 LIVE Athletics: 

World Indoor 
Championships In 
Maebasi, Japan 
11:15 Athletics 

11:30 LIVE Alpine Skiing: World 
Cup In Norwayy 
12:30 Biathlon 

1 3:00 LIVE Ski Jumping: World 
Cup In Lahti, Finland 
1 5:00 Cross-Country Skiing 
18:00 Figure Skating 
1 8:00 Athletics 
1 9:30 Ski Jumping 
20:30 Tennis 
22:00 LIVE Tennis: WTA 
Tournament In Indian Wells, 


08:00 I Married Dora 
08:25 Daddy Dearesi 
08:50 The Charmings 
09:05 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houston Knights 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life To Live 
11:45 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Port Charles 
13:40 Designing Women 
14:151 Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Silver Spoons 
15:55 Houston Knlghls 
16:45 Family Matters 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
18:00 Police Academy 
19:00 Babylon 5 
20:00 Maximum Bob 
21:00 La Femnria Nikita 
22:00 PenegadB 
23:00 From The Earth To The 
Moon 

00:00 Moesha 
00:25 The Nanny 
00:50 Buddy Faro 
01:40 Michael Hayes 


SHOWr/MEf ~~~ 



i You'll see that those • 
; around you are quite 
proud of what you’re 
able to accomplish at 
■this time. By all means, 
keep up the good work! 


be anxious You can: bet that your 
things are most fearsortie competi- 
jfelcLturp Hon will come from 
across the sexual 

^YOu’ll bej boundary today. Follow 
jjrafc&jjto all the rules, and play it 
straight. 



Sun 17th degree Pisces 

Moon 16th degree Scorpio 

Mercury.... *kh degree Aries 

Vfenus 1 7tlt degree Aries 

Man 1 2ih degree Scorpio 

Jupiter.... 6th degree Aries 
Saturn...... 1st degree TSunis 

Uranus 15th degree Aquarius 

Neptune.,... 4di degree Aquarius 
Pluto.—.. I Idi degree Sagittarius 
Lunar Nodc..22nd degree Leo, retrograde 


TAURUS 

(A|ni| 20-May 20): 

CoMmunte^jofi 
; makes It poMihla'iqr 1 
1 youto dp almost any- 
thing today, and the ; 
lack of It may prove to 
be downright paralyz- 
ing. Talk about every- 
thing! 

SCORPIO 

(Oct. 2't-Nov. 21) 

Some(^i;i^.Li e ' 
encounter today is llkefy. 
to have a’.surprlsa in 
store for you, fcitit what ' 
she or he has .hidden up 
the sleeve may also 
seem rather familiar. 


GEMINI GANGER 

(Mpy.21 June 21): 

A great deal Is llhielyjto ■ , You'll PP Idippied to;); 
makasSnse tpyoU,:'but guMaafetil thlaor that > 
you ijiudln't assumethal ■ today.butyou^muatrbe 
’ ■ yop Hdve all the wllling to a«6ept the con-' 
awOr^now.There'a sequences II you tlndthat 
■Still more tp feani.'- you’re way oft base. ■ 


(July/'tt^UMaV. 

WhUertsafinvjtopf .q£r, 
aureiybijjphfet^laftjip' 
to a,’pPlhV,:ypilri,^t ij 
work will be i 
enlirpfy orf ypuf own ; ! 1 
— at least aaHy.ln th'4 
day:-- 


GATOiOOl m AQUARIUS 

(Mov.i2£-l)uc. 21): (Dcc.^Jiiu. 10): 

You may not rSqlize Take a gop(j,:-|png ■•ttis.6^B% : :pf,'days 
just what Is most Impor- look at what He8‘ln store past Will .ntake, rhore 
tant to you today, but If today, and yob'll clearly sense to you todpylaiter 
you put the pieces of the . realize that you’re ' '* ’ p you \qo\c at them’ A 

puzzle together, a picture exactly Wijere you through the ‘tens afford* 
will emerge. * Should be. * •' ed by present develop*. 

.' ; -T . V* ; mefhts. ‘ -•* 


Way Is Sunday, March 7, the 66th day of 1999 with 299 to follow. 

fa moon t* waning, moving toward its Inst quarter. 

IT# morning star Is Mars. 

evening stars arc Mercury, Venus, Jupiter mul Saturn. 

hom on this date are under the sign of Pisces. They include English 
Mnter Edwin Henry Landseer in 1802; American botanist Luther Burbank 
In 1849; Dutch abstract painter Piet Mondrian in 1872; French composer 
Wmnce Ravel j n 1875| j, ctres? An|)a Mag|iail | jn ,( J08 . NBC - Toflay show" weath- 
Willard Scott in 1934 {age 65); Disney executive Michael Eisner in 1942 
i^ e 57k actors Daniel J. Travantl in 1940 (age 59) and Jolm Heard in 1945 (age 
gadCieth tennis star Ivan Lendl in 1 960 (age 39). 


4 in the depths of the Great Depression, tin eslimatcd 3,000 men rioted 
kiroit plant of the Ford Motor Company. Four were killed. 

I ^ Adolf Hitler ordered his Nazi troops Into the Rhineland, violating the 

^ of Versailles. 

j ^ 1 st Army crossed the Rhine at Remagen in Germany. World Wfar 

^ ,n Europe two months later on May 8. 

^ thC t * 1r0C Ap0l *°’ 9 astransl ' ts test ■tlwlr hinpr module 
f main spacecraft while in Earth orbit, then linked the tWo togetlier again. 
1 e Senate confirmed William Wilson as the first U.S. ambassador to the. 
1 17 years. 

h| WL us 

• troops began heading home from the Persian Gulf region. 

1 l997 1 auc .. . . 

• veto killed an otherwise unanimous UN. Security Council resolu- 


TODAY'S SIGN THC WORLD IS ENDING 

New I lnin|)s!iirv's House has passed a school financing hill containing the first income tax in" 
the srate's history. 

Yesterday's vote represents a stunning diange for New Hompsltiie... wliidi prides itself rat 
being the only state without a sales or income rax. For yeare, New Hampshire politicians were 
elected by taking “the pledge" against such taxes. ... 

All this dianged in 1997...wlien die state Supreme Court declared the existing system of. 
financing schools with local property taxes to lie unconstitutional. It ordered state lawmakers to 
come up with a new plan by April 1st. 

The measure now goes to the state Senate...where passage is possible. Governor Jeanne 
Sltaheen has vowed to veto an income tax unless it's approved by voters in a statewide refer- 
endum. 

TODAY'S THING WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 

A wife's affair lias paid off for her now ex-husband. 

The Billings, Montana, Gazette reports the Sourli Dakota Supreme Court has 
upheld a 19th-century state law against seducing another man’s wife. That means 
Michael Veeder can collect 265-thousand dollars in damages from Myles 
Kennedy...the man Ills now ex-wife had an affair with. 

Veeder had sued Kennedy under a South Dakota law dating back to 1877. In his 
appeal of the verdict, Kennedy argued that the law should be abolished. The state 
high court disagreed. 1 

South Dakota Is one of only nine states permitting lawsuits to be filed in such 
cases. Hie newpaper didn't name the other eight states. 

NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS / 

Texas A-and-M University Is asking the state legislature for one-point-four-miilion 
dollars. to try to reyerse a sharp decline in the honey bee population. 

Researchers with the Texas Agriculture Experiment Station say about 90 percent 
of the wild honey bees have died and managed hives have declined by 50 per- 
cent... signaling Double for Ifexas produce and wild flowers. Honey bees are the major 
pollinator of flpwer|ng plants. 

AND FINALLY, TODAY'S UPLIFTING STORY 

Oscar Mayer and Second Harvest are pairing up this summer and taking a fleet of 
Wlenermobiles manned by Hotdoggers to raise donations for the food pantry. . s 

The Share the Smiles effort will hit 200 cities, To kick off the prbgram, pscaf . 
Ma^eriurveyd 25-hundred Americans and asked them what makes them smile, , Hot i 
dogs, of course^ made the list. So did a beautiful day... getting married.. .a puppY ot; 

^Wtten.''4l{^ smiling. .. - ' : . v . ’ 
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FERGY SPEAKS UP 


BOCHCO GOES 
PUBLIC WITH 
NEW NOVEL 


ininy-wimiing producer 
Steven Bochco has taken 
**~'*hls new romance out in 
the open. People magazine 
says tile creator of "NYPD 
Blue" nuzzled, kissed and held 
hands with Dayna Flanagan 
last month at the dedication of 
“NYPD Blue" star Dennis 
Franz’s star on the Hollywood 
Vtfilk of Fame. Bochco. who 
split with his wife of 27 years 
in 1997, wrote and produced 
"Hill Street Blues.” He also pro- 
duced "LA Law." Flanagan is 
the president of Bochco 's pro- 
duction company. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACR0S8 
1 Signify 
7 Subtract 

13 Sent away 

14 Cloee- 
flttlng Jack- 
et 

15 Cared tor 

16 Brightly 
colored 
bird 

17 Give 

whirl 

16 Apr. 16 
addressee 

20 Artful 

21 Content 

25 Most 

meagor 

28 Threa-pEace 
suit parts 

32 “Glgl" star 

33 Small 
bottle for 
medicine 

34 We 
All?" . 

35 Actress 
Keaton 

36 Moisten the 
turkey 

37 Pulled . 


54 In abun- 
dance 

55 Girl at the 
Plaza 

56 Tidbit for 
Rocke- 
feller? 

57 RalBed 
places 


sign 

3 One of a 
1492 trio 

4 Antiquated 

5 Golf peg 

6 Whirlpools 

7 Refuse 

8 Poetic 
contraction 

9 “Agnus — ” 

10 Flying 
saucers; 
abbr. 

11 Room In a 
Jail . 

12 Playing 
oard 

19 Lab animal 

21 Atones 

22 Of pre- 


UKliUl']';] UJlilliWla 
SEJBI2UU H00000 
UU0EIIUM MUIUIdlM 

uuu ijmii 
aiaw hikuub tiau 

nwim Huuu iiitiifi 
LILitlU 0QHBSGJI1 
IJUIL1UH00 011SQ 
Blim ill.ir.ll.’! ISBUki 
@0U tiwBBB uiaa 
13110 Bffliii 
isbeibhb kibhqho 
wuataaa 0001100 


Easter 42 Donkey's 

23 Dodger cry 

” E?!; 1 " 8 43 Chemical 

25 Strike- salts 

breaker _ ■ 

26 Prefbt for 45 S»K- 

medic righteous 

27 Mare' Greek parson 
counterpart 46 Return 

29 Petty envelope: 

quarrel abbr. 

30 nStoV’ aB 8 47 The 18th of 

31 Runnered Maroh 

vehicle 49 Habitual 

37 Owl’h • drunkard 

question? BO Before 

3B List . . 

40 More 62 SJJHJ 

withered Whitney 

41 My 63 Bushy 

Heart" . clump 


IlflilH ■■■lilHIlfil 

!!■■■■■ *!■■■■■ 

mum HUM mmm\ 
mmuummm 
mmmmumu JUdd 

mmuuu •■■■■■ 
mmuuu mhhh 

dliBBIB ■ 

mmm mum mmm 
mmummu mmmmmm 

mummmu m«H 
mumuum mummmm 


TITANIC 


v I.- the Broadway musical 
fj “Titanic" will close 
H March 28rli after a two- 
year run. 

The 10-million-dollar pro- 
duction was one of the most 
expensive in Broadway history. 
Producers say it made back- 
more than half of its initit.il 
investment. 

The show won five Tony 
awards... including best musi- 
cal-in 1997. 

Producers say the show will 
tour in the United States and 
abroad through 2000. 


■ l\ ctress Liv TV' er who 
starred in the 1998 block- 
& ^'buster "Armageddon" - 
will rake her first turn as a pre- 
senter at the 71st annual 
Academy Awards later this 
month. 

Tyler made her film debut in 
1994 with a leading role in 
"Silent Fall." She will soon be 
seen in three upcoming films - 
"Cookie’s Fortune" with Glenn 
Close and Julianne 
Moore. ..“Onegin,’’ opposite 
Ralph Fiennes.. .and "Plunkett 
and Macleane" with Robert 
Carlisle. 


'BECKER’ WILL 
BE BACK 


^ed Danson’ 

| comedy, "Becker," has 
M apparently been success- 
ful enough. Paramount 
Network Television, which pro- 
duces the show, says CBS has 
picked up "Becker" for Its first 
full season. Danson starred in 
the legendary comedy 
“Cheers." But when he and his 
wife, Mary Steenbergen, co- 
stnrred iri the comedy "Inc.," 
the show bombed. 


DENISE NOT AS 
'WILD' AS HER ■ 


THE SAND IS NO 
| TRAP, THE WATER | 
IS NO HAZARD 


ilger Woods has bought a 

a townhonse in Manhattan 
Beach, Calif, for about 
SI million, The Los Angeles 
Times reports the world's top- 
ranked golf pro had been using 
the house when he stayed in 
the Los Angeles area. It lias 
three bedrooms, rhree-and-a- 
half baths, and what’s 
described as an "unblockable" 
view of the Pacific Ocean. 


yapanese government offi- 
| cials have put one of their 
Ij own on the hot seat over 
ms decision to let Arnold 
Schwarzenegger enter the 
country without a passporr. 
Arnold was in Japan to help 
break ground for a new 
Universal Studios thenie park 
in Osaka, but his passport had 
been* stolen. Politicians are 
slamming Justice Minister 
Shozaburo Nakamura for let- 
ting Arnold into the country 
anyway. Nakamura concedes 
he is a fan but he denied an 
accusation that he kept 
Schwarzenegger’s passport as 
a souvenler. 


SPADE WORK 


D avid Spade has a deal to 
star in and co-write a 
movie with Robert 
Simonds, who produced “The 
Waterboy” and “The Wedding 
Singer’’ for Adam Sandler. The 
new movie. “The Adventures 
of Joe Dirt,” features Spade as 
a man whose parents aban- 
doned him at the Grand 
Canyon when he was 8‘years- 
old, because they couldn’t take 
his behavioral problems any- 


LIFE OF BOBBY 
DARIN COA/IING 
TO BIG SREEN 


/V s 

■5 Mahout 70-million peo- 
ple.. .watched part of Barbara 
Walters' interview with former 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky on Wednesday night. 

That’s according to Nielsen 
Media Research... which says 
this was the highest-rated 
news interview for ABC's 
“20/20" program. But the rat- 
ings did not beat those racked 
up by Oprah Winfrey's inter- 
view with Michael Jackson in 
February 1993. 

Jus r under half of the televi- 
sions that were on were timed 
in to the show.. .on which 
Lewinsky talked for the first 
time about her role in the 
affair that led to President 
Clinton’s impeachment by the 
House and eventual acquittal 
by the Senate. 

ABC asked advertisers to pay 
five times the normal rate for a 
"20/20" episode. It calls the 
ratings "stupendous." 

Lewinsky reportedly was not 
paid for her ABC appearance. 
However, she stands to receive 
more than 600-thriusaud dol- 
lars for an interview with the 
BBC. 


STRAYING FRO/VI 
THE FOLD 


M ario Shriver luis made 
a success of herself in 
TV journalism, but she 
says it wasn’t easy to pursue 
something outside of politics. 
After all, it's the family busi- 
ness. Shriver, a member of the 
Kennedy dan, says when she 
was growing up "everyone 
said public service and politics 
are the most noble profes- 
sions." She tells USA Weekend 
that she remembers "feeling 
rather embarassed" and won- 
dering what was wrong with 
her lor not wanting to follow 
the family tradition. 


A ctress Denise Richards, 
who fogged up the 
screen in "Wild Things" - 
playing steamy scenes with co- 
stars Neve Campbell and Matt 
Damon - says she never got the 
chance to get in trouble when 
she was In high school. 
Richards tells Details magazine 
she was "really skinny, with 
bushy, bushy eyebrows and fat 
lips.” In fact, her classmates, 
called her "Fish lips." But now* 
that her full mouth is one of ■: 
.her best assets, she figures the 
girls who made fun of her are 
getting collagen injections 
now. , i • ' • . 


P lans are underway to 
make a movie of the life 
of legendary pop star 
Bobby Darin, who died in 1973 
at the age of 37. Darin’s son, 
Dodd, has struck a deal with 
Dick Clark Productions, Inc., to 
develop the movie. Darin had 
pop hits with “Spllsh Splash," 
“Dream Lover," “Mack the 
Knife" and “If l Were A 
Carpenter," before his. life was 
cut short by a blQod infection : 
contracted during, open heart 
; /surgery” • • ' -S: VjlV * 


REMEMBER 
MICHELLE THOMAS 


A young actress who died 
In December from a rare 
form- of cancer Is being 
memorialized by a Los 
Angeles-basetl non-profit film 
production company. 

Fillnanthroplc is dedicating its 
first feature film to Michelle 
Thomas; who also appeared 
for -five seasons on “Family 
Matters” as Steve Urkel’s girl- 
friend. She also had roles t on 
"The £q$by Show" and on jhe 
top-rjatpd CBS soap opera "The 
Young 'and The Restless" just 
-£efoi^he^ dfc&th. , 'i; ‘ 


WHEN DID MODERN 
SOENCE START? 

I " tlie 1500s. NlcaUus 
Copernicus said the Earth 
revolves around the Sint 
Tycho Brahe discovered a 
Nova. ..a new star. William 
Gilbert discovered that the 
Earth was a magnet. Johanna 
Kepler figured out that planets 
don’t travel in uijifomi circles. 
These findings and Galileo's 
undermined religious dogma 
got people thinking in terms 
of learning through observe 


HOW MANY LAN- 
GUAGES ARE R0DJTN& 
LY SPOKEN IN SWTI7ER. 
LAND? 

N orthern Switzerland 
speaks German 
Western Switzerland 
speaks French. Southern 
Switzerland speaks Italian. All 
three are official languages of 
Switzerland. Many Swiss 
speak all three. Many speak 
English as well. 

ARE COMPUTERS A 
CLEAN INDUSTRY? 

S emiconductors is a duty 
business. Etching and 
building circuits on com- 
puter chips involves toxic met- 
als, acids, and solvents. And 
the process uses up a tremen- 
dous amount of waier. 
Semiconductor plants try to 
cleanse that water before 
returning It to the environ- 

menr- when they make a mis- 
take it puts pollutants into 
rivers which can call* With 
defects. 

WHAT ARETHEHVB 

“ffilifR 

I The wheel-and-axle-lfc 
1 pulley And. the screw. AH 

five Inventions have 
known since Hie 

ancient EgyptYlf not eanier. 


nv Howard PicusM'L 
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26 ENTERTAINMENT 


WHAT'S NEW ON THE 
HOME VIDEO SCENE 

“WHAT DREAMS MAY COME" 

I n this Imaginative, emotional, visually impressive afterlife fantasy, Robin 
Williams plays Chris, a man who dies and g6es to heaven but will not rest 
until he's reunited with his one tiue love. That would be Annie (Annabelle 
Sciorra), the wife he left behind, but unfortunately, in great despair over Ids 
death, she has committed suicide and gone to hell. Unfazed, Chris insists 
that his angelic guide (Cuba Gooding Jr.) take him there, determined more 
than ever to find her. While it could have been better, New Zealand director 
Vincent Ward has concocted an intriguing film of tragedy and triumph, a 
conception of life and what comes next, a view of a heaven that’s pretty 
much whatever the individual wants it to be just as hell is of one’s own mak- 
ing. The movie's strongest point, its beautiful images, unfortunately loses a 
bit of its impact on the small screen. 1998. 1 1 3 minutes. PotyGram Home 
Video. Rated PG-13. 

“DEAD MAN ON CAMPUS” 

T wo freshmen at a prestigious college where die parly's never over 
suddenly realize they’re about to flunk out. Since a crash course in 
studying is obviously out of tire question, tliey look desperately for a 
way out and think they find die perfect solution In a long-forgotten loop- 
Itole buried In the school charter. It says that straight As will be awarded to 
any student whose roommate commits suicide. So all Josh (Tom Everett 
Scott) and Cooper (Mark-Raul Gosselaar) have to do is find the most poten- 
tially suiddal student on campus, move in with him and maybe hurry t lungs 
along. It'll take a lot more than dial to earn this movie a passing grade. 
1998. 94 minutes. Paramount Home Video. Rated R. 

“SERVING IN SILENCE" 

G lenn Close and Judy Davis star in this exceptional fact-based TV 
movie about a decorated army nurse who challenges the military’s 
anti-gay policy dose plays Colonel Maigarethe Cammermeyer, 
whose sterling 24-year career is suddenly sent reeling when she admits dur- 
ing a security clearance interview that she's a lesbian. Both dose and Davis, 
as her companion, won Emmy Awards. 1998. 92 minutes. Columbia THStar 
Home Video. Not rated. 


“TOM AND JERKY! THE MOVIE" 

N ew on skid row: The celebrated cartoon cat and mouse antagonists 
scar in their first feature film and actually wind up working together 
to help a young girl find her missing father. They even speak to one 
anotlier for the first time. 1998. 84 minutes. Animated. Wfcmer Home 
Video. Rated G. 

"Snake Eyes," the Nicolas Cage tliriBer and one of four newcomers this 
week, bowed in at No. 5 bn the latest Billboard video rental chart. "There's 
Something About Mary" remains No. 1 with "Rush Hour" moving up to 
challenge, followed by “The Thiman Show" and 'Ante." Other first-timers 
among tlie top 10 are “Practical Magic" at No. 6 and "Rounders" and "John 
Carpenter’s Vampires" in 8th and 9th positions, respectively... 
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AND THE 
AWARD 
GOES 

TO... 

M ore people will be 
watching this year’s 
Academy Awards at 
their favorite bars, taverns and 
clubs. That's according to an 
on-line survey by Happy 
Hours-dot-com... which finds a 
42-percent increase in Oscar- 
night events and promotions. 

Says 'HappyHours Magazine 
Online managing editor Terry 
Sol oman - "In New York City, 
for instance, owners say their 
plans include everything from 
giving away dinners for two to 
letting people named 'Oscar' 
drink free during the awards 
telecast!" 

HappyHours-dot-com read- 
ers say watching the Oscars in 
the festive atmosphere of their 
favorite bar or club makes 
them feel as though they're 
actually taking part in 
Hollywood's most Important 
celebration. 

The 71st annual Academy 
Awards will be presented 
Sunday, March 21st. 


OOK BUSY, HERE 

boss 


Comiiig up: Meiyl Streep and William Hurt in the emotional drama "One 
ThieTliing." Holly Hunter and Danny DeVito as a couple of losers who make 
a winning couple in the romantic comedy "Living Out Loud," Vtairen Beatty 
and Halle Deny in die political satire "Bullworth," Adam Sandler’s comic 
caper "The Wtoter Boy" and the romantic comedy "Polish Wtdding" with 
Cairo Danes. „ 

For the future book: TheTom Hanks-Meg Ryan romantic comedy "You’ve 
Got MaiT bows onto video May 4... And in April, the Julia Roberts-Susan 
Sarandon weeper "Stepmom" on tlie 27th mid die Denzel Vtashington- 
Bnice WiHis acti oner "The Siege" on tlie 20th... 

Fox Video gives the DVD treatment to the lavish Rodgers and 
Hammeistein musical giant "Tlie King And 1” on March 9, which means cin- 
ema quality picture, surround sound and widescreen format. The 1956 
gem, that among other things earned YLd Btynner an Oscar and stardom, 
also returns to videocassette digitally remastered with enhanced sound. Fox 
is further reissuing four other remastered R&H musicals, "South Pacific," 
"Carousel," “State Fair" and “Oklahomal"... 

With World War II movies once again in vogue. Kino has released 
"Desert Victory," the 1943 Oscar-winning documentary shot mostly by 
combat cameramen in the midst of battle, specifically the stirring Allied vic- 
tory In Noitii Africa... 

Also in vogue, tilings Efa'zabethean, as in Oscar-nominated "Shakespeare 
In Love" and "Elizabeth." Now comes, from BBC Video, "Elizabeth R," the 
six-volume, Emmy-winning epic starrilig Glenda Jackson as Queen Elizabeth 


B race Springsteen has announced some dotes for his 
reunion tour with the E Street band. They'll kick it off 
April 9 in Barcelona, Spain, then play 16 more dates in 
Europe. The U.S. leg of the tour will run from mid-July 
through the end of September, but the dares have not 
been set yet. It'll be Spingsteen’s first ttour with the 
band in over a decade. 


IlMANltl 1 BYRON JAN IS 
gg WILL PLAY CUBA 

R enowned U.S. concert pianist and teacher Byron Janis 
took off for Cuba today for a cultural exchange he 
hopes will help restore relations between Washington 
and Havana. Janis was the last major American classi- 
cal artist to play in Cuba 40 years ago. He compares 
this concert to his 1960 trip to the Soviet Union dur- 
ing the Cold War. The 70-year-old still plays, even though he has 
suffered for 25 years from a form of arthritis that has severely lim- 
ited his ability to use his hands. His new musical, "The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame," is due on Broadway this year. 


TOP 5 US 

VIDEOCASSETTE RENTALS 


1 . There's Something About Mary - FoxVIdeo 

2. Rush Hour - New Line Home Video 

3. The Truman Show - Paramount Home Video 

4. Antz - DreamWorks Home Entertainment 

5. Snake Eyes - Paramount Home Video 
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THESE n GILL'S WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
|DI AMONDS ARE A~ 

APERFORMER'S 
BEST FRIEND 


thousand copies of an album. 
Then there were platinum 


Now a new award.. .called 
The Diamond. ..lias been creat- 
ed for albums which sell 10- 
million copies. Mega-selling 
albums by Garth Brooks and 
Shonia IVvain me among only 
62 albums spanning four 
decades that qualify for the 
litinor. A New York ceremony 
later this month will honor the 
select group of music greats. 


music in Music City. Steve Earle 
teams with bluegrass greats die 
Del McCoury Band In sold-out 
shows at Nashville's Station 
lnn...and lilt-maker David Kersh 
performs at the Wildhorse Saloon, 

Chely Wight plans to sing the 
first single from her upcoming 
"Single White Female" album at 
the Grand Ole Opry this weekend. 
VWight will be joined at the Opry 
by Aaron Tippln, Ricky Skaggs and 
others..; induding newcomer Clint 
Daniels, who is making his Opiy 
debut. . . .,■■■ 


VINCE GILL appears on “Austin City Limits" this weekend. ..and he 
says little compares to performing on the long-lived PBS series. 

In his words - “I do not know if it is the studio or the way the 
seats arc, but I think it is the audience. The audience is so pro- 
songwriters, so pro-musicians and all of those kinds of things. This 
show has always been my favorite to do since the first time back 
in 1979.” 


Iboxcar LEAVES THE HOSPITALlI 


BOXCAR WILLIE Is out of the 
hospital and - as the train-lov- 
ing singer would say - back on 
"track." 

The Opry member was diag- 
nosed with leukemia in 1996. 
In 1997, he declared he was 
cancer-free and went back to 
work at his Branson, Missouri, 
theater. Hie disease returned 
last year...and two weeks ago 
he became weak and had to be 
hospitalized. 

Though his season has been 
cancelled at the Boxcar Willie 
Theater, Boxcar's daughter says 


MUSIC TRIVIA 

q: Who was the first 
female solo performer 
to be elected to the 
country Music. Hall of 
Fame? 

A: Patsy Cline. .selected 
in 1973. 


he's doing a little better and 
hopes to resume performing 
later this year. 

Boxcar Joined the Grand Ole 
Opry in 1981 and last appeared 
at the Grand Ole Opry in 
January. 


Itoday in 

COUNTRY 

MUSIC 

HISTORY: 
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H MUd Uniima, ^ w- 

enlists say they hM m 

Rimed die presence of an actj^Hd- 

den earthquake (ait system wfe 
metropolitan Los Angeles. Eafo 
studies theorized the fat* vwifa, 
but the new study used det&dari 
rarely obtained information from dr 
petroleum industry to euftm fe 

fault. Their report appears In thehiat 

Issue of the Journal Science. / 
YtopacENre 

T i he Federal Aviation 

Administration has Issued a 
progress report that says alma 
90 percent of ks mlson arid* 
traffic control systems are ready fa 
the year 2000. The BW has ud fe 
end of March to compete tesfcgb 
make sure ks computers wffl be ablr 
to function property h the news* 

. lenitium. 

CBYPTO THREAT 

O fficials from across the Oha 
administration have ttU 
Congress ihrt a new U to 
allow the export of sopNsfcta] 
encoding software wxid endargo 
national security increase the can 
try's vi&ierabllity to terrulsn ad 
impede criminal Investigations, fix 
Security and freedom Throu^ 
Cryptography Act, sponsored by mn 
' than 200 members of CbflgnsA 
would allow U.S. companies to oport 
encryption devices that are wtufr 
impossible to decode. 

TYPE R GENE 

C anadian researchers hw 
found that an erayme befad 
to be linked toiype2dUxw 

may be a target for new dwgs o tn< 

ihe disease that affietu 15.7 into* 
Americans. A report appearing h 
today’s issue of the Journal Sam 
says that In order to study the n* d 
tire enzyme researchers genetic 
engineered mice lacking k fi»* 
mice were able to use iiain n« 
efficiently, and they did » wd®* 
gaining weight 

CUHETHEW® 

A mull stuft darts ry»*“ 
four or more cups ofco** 11 

tire morning, you n«y 
more stress homrones and 
er Wood pressure througha*«<* 


AGASSI BEATS PIOLINE 
TO REACH SEMIFINALS 



liM , JwL M L PI,mp * ***■ a ^® r dtfoaling Cedric Plolene •# Prance c 
"*• Franklin Templeton Tennis Classic In Scottsdale, AZ. Agai 


SCOTTSDALE (R) — Defending champion 
Andre Agassi dismissed Frenchman Cedric 
Piotine 6-4 6-1 on Friday to set lip a semifi- 
nal matchup with giant-killer Jan- Michael 
Gambill at the S3 50 ,000 Franklin 
Templeton Tennis Classic. 

Gambill rallied past fellow American 
Justin Gimbelstob 4-6 6-4 6-1 one night 
after upsetting world number one Pete 
Sampras. But Gambill needed a late wakeup 
call after trailing a set and a break to win 
for the first time against his childhood rival. 

“This is a big mental thing for me," 
Gambill said. “Six straight times he beat 
me. This time I wasn't going to let that hap- 
pen." 

Agassi has beaten Pioline in all three 
meetings without the loss of a set. "I felt 
very sharp," said Agassi after the 58-minute 
romp. "I felt very good about the way I was 
s moving and picking up the ball. I did what 
I needed to do. Bur I'm always looking to 
i? get better." 

Despite a I -3 career mark against Agassi, 
Gambill is excited at another chance at the 
former world number one and three-time 
litleholder here. 

"I'm pumped." said Gambill. ranked 45th 
on the* ATP Tour. “I look forward to playing 
Andre. He's probably my favorite player to 
play against. He's playing great tennis and 
I'm excited." 

In other quarier-fmal results, teenage 
sensation Lleyton Hewitt and Mark 
Woodforde set up an all-Australian semifi- 
nal. 

"Mark and I are both from Adelaide," 
Hewitt noted. "The two Adelaide boys mak- 
ing the semifinal here is very nice." 

Hewitt led 6-1 3-0 against Jerome 
Golniard when the Frenchman retired with 
viral flu. 

"I didn't think 1 could miss the ball much 
today." said Hewitt, a qualifier ranked 91st 
on the ATP Tour. "1 felt like I own the court 
after playing so many matches out there 
Friday, March S, this week. That's why I was playing with so 
won 6-4, 6-1. rmich confidence and moving so great." 


Woodforde beat fourth-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia 7-6 (8-6) 4-6 6-1 
despite being outgunned 14-10 in the bat- 
tle of aces. 

Woodforde played a rock steady all -court 
game and returned Ivanisevic's booming 
lefthanded serves brilliantly to claim his 
third straight three-sec victory and first 
semifinal berth of the year. 

"You have to return well against his big 
serve," said Woodforde, who is 4-6 lifetime 
against the Croat. “If you give him Loo 
many free points away, that suits him fine, 
"He didn't serve a heck of a lot oF aces 
and I kepr him away from the net often 
enough to allow me to get in and play my 
game." 

Ivanisevic blew the opening set after 
holding a pair of match points at 6-4 in the 
tiebreaker. Tlie brilliant bur erratic Croat 
evened the match by raking the second set 
but broke down after losing serve in the 
secoud game of the final set and never 
recovered. 

TEMPLETON 

MEN'S 

RESULTS 

SCOTTSDALE (R) — Friday's results from 
the 5350,000 Franklin Templeton Tennis 
Classic (prefix number denotes seeding): 
Quarter-finals 

3-Andre Agassi (U.S.) bear 6-Cedric 
Pioline (France) 6-4 6-1 
Mark Woodforde (Australia) beat 4- 
Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 7-6 (8-6) 4-6 6- 
.1 

Lleyton Hewitt (Australia) .beat Jerome 
Golrnard (France) 6-1. 3-0 retired (viral 
flu) . ' •' . - ; 

Jan- Michael Gambill {U.S beat Justin 
GimelstobJU.S.) 6^4 4-6 6?l 
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MEISSNITZER WINS WORLD CUP OVERALL 


t AP| — Austria's 
r^nWossniuor claimed 
Cup title „„ 

zf* tat the sulKr . G 
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will stuy In the books forever.” 
While Meissititzer's fourth 
place finish was sufficient tb 
secure the prestigious overall 
crystal globe, It Wn$ not quite 
enough to wrap up the disl- 
pline rifle, 

Dnrfmeister, who covered 
the slow-paced CorViglla 
course ip ,1 minute, 29.17 sec- 
onds, vaulted up the super-G 
standings, assuring the race 
for the title remained open 
until the World Cup final in . 
Sierra Nevada, Spain, next 
week. 

Though she Is now second 
In the super-G; rankings, it 
marked DorfmeisterlS '■ first 
career World Cup ‘Victory In 
the discipline, anji only her 


second win ever. ’ 

"It's always been difficult to 
be on a team where everyone 
is winning except you,” said 
Dorfmeister. "It's fantastic to 
get a win before the end of the 
season. 

“I've been on the podium 
nine times and I've sometimes 
been so dose 1 could taste it." . 

Sitting 86 poiqts ..behind 
Mcissnitzer, only another vic- 
tory in i Sierra Nevada will 
allow Dorfmeister to win the, 
title. ' 

"1 would have liked to win 
the super-G title hete as well . 
apd have that atferVift' -too 
admitted i ;Melssnltzer. "But I'll 
be -going fb Spain j roarfc 
relaxed, that's W sure." 


Teammate Reuate Goetschl 
finished runner-up, crossing in 
1:29.37, ahead of Kathleen 
Monahan of the United States, 
third in 1:29.57. 

It marked the American's 
first career podium finish. 
Monahan's previous-best 
result was an eighth place in 
the super-G in Mommoth 
Mountain earlier this season. 

"I was really, surprised but ; 
. it's dawning on me more and 
more," said i an excited 
Monahan, who. was the first 
sk|er out or the starting, hut. 
"Because j was first I. didn’t 
know what to expect so l tried 
for an aggressive line. 

“When 1 saw Meissnitzer.V 
time was slower than mine: 1 


knew I'd had an awesome run. 
because she’s been skiing real- 
ly fast." added Monahan, who 
Joined the World Cup circuit in 
1992. "This is really good for 
the upcoming finals in Sierra 
Nevada, because It gives me a 
lot of confidence," 

Meissnitzer went into the 
race needing.only to score two 
points more thaii Germany's 
Hilde Gerg - the only skier who 
could still theoretically over- 
take her in for the overall - to' 
seal the title.- • ' ■ j . 

Crossing • ip 1:29.74, 
Meissnitzer finished two 
places ahead of her German 
rival, ending the chase with. 
1,540 points, an unbeatable , 
409 ahead of Gerg with just: 



four races remaining. 

It was a disappointing week- 
end for Gerg, who also saw her 
chances at the downhill title 
go up in smoke oq Friday 
when Goetschl rocketed to vic- 
tory, winning her second 
World Cup downhill title in 
three years. t ... 

Leaving the posh Swiss 1 
resort with two of the five 
globes available, the Austrians 
have their sites set on a few 
more at the finals, 

V A gold medalist in the siipcr- 
C and giant 1 slalom . at the 
worlds in Vail. Colorado, last 
month. Meissnitzer could still 
add two other World Cup titles 
To. her season’s resume in the . •<. . 
same disciplines in Spain; , ^ v j 










IOC'S NEW PROPOSAL 
ON SITE SELECTION 




LONDON (AP) — The IOC is set to 
appoint a special reform panel 
including outside experts to pro- 
pose changes in its rules and struc- 
ture in the wake of its biggest scan- 
dal, The Associated Press has 
learned. 

In another significant develop- 
ment, IOC leaders are backing off 
their proposal to strip rank-and-file 
members of their vote in the selec- 
tion of Olympic host cities. 

■ IOC officials said the creation of a 
reform commission will be pro- 
posed at the special general assem- 
bly March 17-18 in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 

The panel will consider ways of 
changing the structure and opera- 
tions of'the International Olympic 
Committee, setting the stage For 
possibly the biggest reforms in the 
history of the 105-year-old body. 

“The idea is to have a fresh look 
at the way the IOC functions,” exec- 
utive board member Jacques Rogge 
said. 

Rogge also confirmed the execu- 
tive board was amending its contro- 
versial proposal for the selection of 
the 2006 Winter Games site. 

Following fierce opposition from 
the rank and file, the executive 
board Is now ready to propose that 
the general assembly select the 
winner after the six-city field has 
been pared to two finalists by a 
small panel, Rogge said. 

The IOC has been under tremen- 
dous pressure, from within and 
without, to enact reforms in the 
wake of the Salt Lake City corrup- 
tion scandal - the biggest crisis in 
Olympic history. 

Rogge said the internal investiga- 
tion into the final group of 19 mem- 
bers implicated in the scandal 
won’t be concluded until sometime 
next week. 

The findings had been expected 
to be announced by the end of this 
week, but Rogge - a member of the 
six-man ad hoc inquiry commission 
- said the panel’s report was still 
being finalized. 

"It's a long report, a very sub- 
stantial report with a lot of infor- 
mation," he said jn a telephone 
interview from Belgium. 

"1 personally don’t expect any 
news before the beginning or mid- 
dle of next week. The end of next 
week is also possible." 

The panel can recommend expul- 
sions, exonerations or'warnings. 

So far, nine members have 
resigned or been ousted following 
allegations they received cash pay- 
ments or other improper inducer 
. ments during Salt Lake's successful 
bid for the 2002 Winter Games. 

The expulsions will go to the full 
IOC session, where a . tyvo ‘-thirds 
vote fs required for ratification. 


The other key agenda items for 
the watershed meeting are: the 
2006 procedure, appointment of an 
ethics committee to police a new 
code-of-conduct for IOC members, 
and creation of a reform commis- 
sion. 

Rogge said outside members 
would be represented on both the 
ethics committee and the reform 
panel. 

While specific reform proposals 
aren't expected to be discussed at 
the March assembly, officials said 
the IOC is already studying funda- 
mental structural changes. 

Possible reforms include altering 
the way IOC members are selected. 
Traditionally, members are hand 
picked by the IOC president and 
appointed to virtual life terms. 

A li.S. ethics panel, headed by 
former Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell, recommended this 
week that IOC members be elected 
by national Olympic committees 
and other sports bodies and sub- 
jected to term limits. 

The Mitchell panel also recom- 
mended the IOC open its books to 
outside audits and release the 
financial figures to the public at 
least once a year. 

Whatever changes the reform 
commission recommends, the final 
decisions will be up to the full IOC, 
Rogge said. 

Craig Reedie, an IOC member 
from Britain, said fundamental 
reforms and transparency were 
paramount in the wake of the scan- 
dals. 

"Having been caught with your 
pants down, . changes seem 
inevitable," he said. “The more 
secret, elitist and private you make 
the organization, the more suspi- 
cion you create in people’s minds." 

IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch and his executive board 
proposed in January new bidding 
and selection procedures for the 
2006 games, including a ban- on 
member visits to the six European 
candidate cities. 

But rank-and-file members 
rebelled against the proposal to 
have a 15-member body select the 
host city. Many members, whose 
primary duty is choosing host 
cities, protested that the entire 
assembly was being branded cor- 
rupt. ■ 

Rogge said he and the majority of 
the executive board now support a 
new proposal. While the ban on vis-, 
Its would remain in place, the 15- 
member panel would choose two 
finalists and let the entire member- 
ship select the winner. •. 1 

Rogge said the process should 
take place behind dosed doors on 
the same day and in the same buildr 
ing, with no access to the Selectors 


granted ro bid city officials. 

"It would be like the selection of 
a pope: you lock up all the cardi- 
nals, no one comes in or out, and 
you. wait for the white smoke to 
come out," he said. 

Rogge said the possibility of cor- 
ruption is reduced by having more, 
rather than fewer, people involved. 

"If you only have a small number 
deciding, there is far more possibil- 
ity that the candidate cities could 
try and influence them very heavi- 
ly," he said. 

Rogge also said a small electoral 
panel lacks the universality and 
geographical representation of the 
general assembly.. 

The 2006 site is scheduled to be 
chosen at the IOC session in Seoul, 
South Korea, in June. The candi- 
dates' are Helsinki, Finland; 
Klagenfurt, Austria; Sion, 
Switzerland; Turin, Italy; Poprad- 
Tatry, Slovakia; and Zakopane, 
Poland. 

But rank-and-file members 
rebelled against the proposal to 
have a 15-member body select the 
host city. Many members, whose 
primary duty is choosing host 
cities, protested that the entire 
assembly was being branded cor- 
rupt. 

Rogge said he and the majority of 
the executive board now support a 
new proposal. ‘While the ban on vis- 
its would remain in place, the 15- 
member panel would choose two 
finalists and let the entire member- 
ship select the winner. 

Rogge said the process should 
take place behind closed doors on 
the same day and in the same build- 
ing, with no access to the selectors 
granted to bid city officials. 

"it would be like the selection of 
a pope: you lock up. all the cardi- 
nals, no one comes In or out, and 
you wait for the white smoke to 
come out," he said. 

Rogge said the possibility of cor- 
ruption is reduced by having more, 
rather than fewer, people involved. 

“If you only have a small number 
deciding, there is far more possibil- 
ity that the candidate cities could 
try and influence them very heavi- 
ly," he said. 

Rogge also said a small electoral 
panel lacks the universality and 
geographical representation of the 
general assembly. 

The . 2006 site is scheduled to be 
chosen at. the IOC session in Seoul, 
South Korea, in June. The candi- 
dates are Helsinki, Finland; 
Klagenfurt, Austria; Sion. 
Switzerland; TVirin, Italy; Poprad- 
Tatry, Slovakia; and 'Zakopane, 
Poland. 


SYDNEY DISCUSSED PLAN 
TO DISCREDIT CHINA 

Melbourne (AP) — Sydney Olyinpic bidders plained to discredit BdiW, 
bid for tile 2000 Games wild a secret publicity campaign highlightiiwate's 
poor human rights recutti. according to a newspaper report Sata% 
Former New South Wales state premier John Fbhey. one of the leaden d 
Sydney's successfiJ bid in 1993 , vwk part of a strategy group formed byted 
ing businessmen, The Age newspaper reported. 

The paper died notes from a confidential meeting held by the gnuj m 
Doc. 14, 1992. which included how a damaging pictureof China's imm 
rights abuses could be “shown around the world." 

Sydney eventually beat Beijing by two votes, altliough the ditee cay 
was die early favorite to win tire games, China's human rights record ws 
thought to have swayed several IOC members intlie ritul days of the wths 
pnxess. ' 11 

Fahey tokl rite paper lie remembered those at it* meeting had dsoissed 
the "strengths and weaknesses" of Beijing's bid hut denied knowledge ofa 
plan to mount an anti-Beijing campaign, 

'To iny knowledge there were no dirty tricks campaigns moulted,' faiiey 
was quoted as saying. 

"I can say that at no point in time did I ever encourage, condone or ngm 
to any deliberate tactic being employed in any capadty by die bid compmy 
or the state government that would start to focus on those Issues." 


HEAT BURNS 
THE SIXERS 

(R) — In Philadelphia, Alonzo Mourning totaled 23 points. 10 
rebounds and five blocks as the Miami Heat scored an 89-78 vic- 
tory over the 76ers, whose six-game winning streak ended. 

Tim Hardaway had 26 points and 1 0 assists Tor Miami, which has 
won 1 1 of its last. 12 games and is a half-game behind the first- 
place Orlando Magic in the Atlantic Division. 

Allen Iverson scored 34 points but was thwarted when it mat- 
tered most — on a driving attempt thatwould have cut the deficit 
to three with 4:56 ro go. But Mourning, playing with five fouls, 
swatted the shot away, then converted at the other end. 


BRIDGE LIT BY ZOLA POWER 


-—he diminutive striker is having an 
Texplosive effect on Chelsea’s for- 
1 tunes this season. Chris Taylor 
the softly spoken Sardinian in 
combative mood before tomorrow’s 
big Cup clash 

Gianfranco Zola comes across as 
anting but a hard man, but the soft- 
ly spoken Sardinian feels that his 
ime toughness has a lot to do with 
his ability to take the battering that is 
a Premiership striker’s lot and, at the 
age of 32. to keep coming back for 
more. 

“Kfe are made from very strong 
rod," he says with his characteristic 
broad smile. "There’s a very lutrd rock 
in Sardinia called granico. Sardinian 
is very, very difficult to wear 

down." 

If granite is more readily associated 
with Chelsea stars of the past such as 
Ron Harris and Mickey Droy than with 
die nimble-footed Zola, he can point 
to a string of rock-solid performances 
amid the comings and goings of 
Chelsea's forward line this season 
which left him top of the club's scor- 
ers' tabic. 

He's the first to admit, though, that 
Ills strength and Chelsea's resilience 
this season have a lot to do with 
Ciaduca Vialli's approach to training 
and to his Italian fitness coach, 
Antonio Pintus, who has the whole 
squad on personalized physical condi- 


tioning regimes. Zola, for example, 
does special work on his ’’explosivity". 

“I'm feeling much better than I used 
to feel three or four years ago. I would 
say that physically speaking I haven't 
lost any qualities compared to a few 
years ago. The way 1 train now in cer- 
tain ways I have improved my power, 
my strength." 

After a line goal against Valerenga in 
midweek, Zola was rested in the sec- 
ond half in readiness for tomorrow's 
match. 

As games go, they do not come 
much bigger than tomorrow's clash 
between Manchester United and 
Chelsea. First in the Premiership takes 
on second with a place in the fi\ Cup 
semi-finals at stake. The two league 
encounters between the clubs this sea- 
son have both ended in draws so the 
match also has the air of a symbolic 
decider, perhaps offering the chance of 
a psychological edge for the title run- 
in. It is just the sort of occasion Zola 
revels in. Like last season when he 
fought his way back from injury to 
come off the bench and score the goal 
that won the Cup Winners' Cup for 
Chelsea with a sweet half-volley - an 
awesome demonstration of “explosivi- 
ty". 

“It's a big game and I like to play 
well in big games. Of course I try to 
play my best all the time but there's 
certain games where ir's easy to get 
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the right boost. 

“When Chelsea play Manchester 
United - even if it's only a friendly - it's 
always a very Important game." Zola 
has more reason than most to relish 
the prospect. At Old TValford in 
December it was he who darted on to 
a through-ball and flicked it past the 
advancing Peter Schmeichel to earn 
Chelsea a point. Zola has photograph- 
ic recall of all his close encounters with 
the keeper, going back to his first sea- 
son when he walked through the 
United defense before slipping the ball 
between a rooted Schmeichel and the 
post. At Stamford Bridge this season it 
was Zola who had the best chance to 
break the deadlock but the big Dane 
managed to deflect his shot just wide. 

“Talking about that particular occa- 
sion [ar Stamford Bridge last 
December! 1 had problems controlling 
the ball. The first touch was poor and I 
put myself in a difficult position to 
take the shot. So I tried to make up for 
it by putting the ball as low as possi- 
ble. But I couldn't keep the ball low 
enough and it just touched his heel. 

“He [Schmeichel! is very good when 
he comes out from his goal. He’s very 
good because he can cover a lot of the 
goal. He makes your shot very diffi- 


cult." 

Last year the two teams met in the 
third round and the Reds put five past 
Chelsea on their home parch before 
three late goals which barely saved 
face. Zola contends that Chelsea were 
going through the worst moment of 
their season at the time whereas 
United were on a high. Certainly with 
the two league fixtures producing only 
two goals, odds on another 5-3 will be 
generous. 

Zola arrived on the English scene 
with a bang in November 1996. The 
former Parma player was named 
Footballer of the Year despite not play- 
ing the whole of that first season and, 
while Mark Hughes and Gianfuca Viafli 
fought for one striking berth, Zola's 
place seemed secure. But just over a 
year ago he hit his lowest point when, 
struggling for form, he was dropped 
for the visit of Barnsley in January and 
cut a sad figure as he jogged around 
the pitch as the stadium emptied with 
the other unused subs. 

His form this season has been out- 
standing - a favorite Zola word. Even 
with the team going through a rela- 
tively poor patch in recent weeks, he 
was able to pull one of his trademark 
free-kicks out of the hat to distinguish 
an otherwise grim match against 
Southampton and claim all three 
points for Chelsea. 

. Zola's record of goals scored direct 


from free-kicks in Serie A is currently 
under threat from Lazio's Sinisa 
Mihailovic. Zola is unconcerned - 
"records are made to be broken" - but 
he is also England's current top dead- 
ball specialist. Talk of another free-kick 
expert, however, has him waxing rhap- 
sodic. Zola arrived at Napoli as a 23- 
year- old straight from Serie C. the 
Italian third division, to find himself 
training alongside the World's best 
player, Diego Maradona. 

“He was outstanding. In my forma- 
tion as a player, his presence, his influ- 
ence is tremendous. 

“As a boy 1 had a lot of dreams, I 
would like to do this, I would like to do 
that. I would like to score a goaf like 
that. I used to be fantasizing all the 
time. 1 think I have got a brilliant imag- 
ination. But he used to do everything I 
had in my fantasy." 

Although Maradona trained pretty 
much when he felt like it, he was pop- 
ular with the team. "He had problems 
maybe with the club but he was very 
good to us. Brilliant. If you ask about 
Maradona to any or the team-mates he 
had in his career 1 think no one will 
speak badly about him." Zola has spo- 
ken in the past of his desire to end his 
career in Sardinia. His Chelsea contract 
runs through to 2002 when he will be 
35. Chances are, though, that this par- 
ticular chunk of Sardinian rock will still 
be rolling. 



HAKKINEN TOPS QUALIFYING FOR 


AUSTRALIAN GP 


Alonzo Mourning of Mu Mlumt H** 1 • 
defend! against Iho PhlludoIjrfjJu if 
Allen Iverson (R) Mnrdi S, . 

Philadelphia. Miami won 


“aroURNE (AP) — McLaren stars Mika 
Hakkinen and David Coulthard stunned Ferrari 
rival Michael Schumacher with their domi- 
"We ahead of Sunday’s season-opening 
Australian Grand Prix. 

Hakkinen, the defending FI champion, 
daimed his 11th career pole with his final lap 
turday, edging out Coulthard who had gone 
! * wit * 1 his last run moments earlier. 
Schumacher, back in third, admitted he had llt- 
« chance or winning Sunday's race. 

Hakldnen's best circuit of the 5.303-kilome- 
OWS-niile) Albert Park took I minute, 
■«2 seconds at 21l.036kph (13U35mph). 
^'Oiard, whose session was disrupted by a 
"MMtnp' had earlier gone ahead with 
fM qualifying lap of . 1:30.946 at 
^3kph ( 130.437mph). 

dearly disappointed Schumacher was 
S . e n conds ofT Hakkinen's pace and aver- 
^ MM03kph (129.250), He said Iris 
,Q wintJr t e C W8S rUnn * ng rou 8 h, y compared 

t0 get P erl?orma nce out of 
iilvern? k * W0Uld ^surprised if we can fix 
led. * * t0 honest," Schumacher admit- 

E*-*- Todt was also downbeat, 
the n.pf 6 sappointe d, we are a long way off 

‘ct>iLr ce ievei that we sh ° uid have 

^laid*" that WC expected t0 achieve," 

and c °ulthard refused to discuss 
deal to | ^ Wou !d have a similar pre-race 
year, where Hakkinen was allowed 


to pass Coulthard near rhe finish because he 
had won the short burst to the first corner. 

“We'll tell you tomorrow, maybe," said 
Hakkinen. 

Coulthard added, "Tactics should remain 
confidential to the team." 

Team boss Ron Dennis made it dear this 
week he would do the same as last year 
despite criticism from Australian GP chief Ron 
Walker. 

Coulthard was upset at losing pole at the 
last gasp .and If a similar deal is struck 
Hakkinen is better placed to take advantage. 

"Maybe I could have’ gone a bit quicker but 
I just ran out of time." Coulthard said. "It’s 
advantage to have the pole, especially In a 
team because you get a few meters ahead for 
the first corner." 

Schumacher's teammate Eddie Irvine lagged 
in 6th,' an improvement on four poor practice 
rounds, while Rubens Barrichello gave 
Stewart-Ford a boost with his fourth placing 
and Jordan’s Helnz-Harald Frentzen was 5th. 

“It is a very good day at theoffice,’’ said 
Barrichello. "L th|nk they have done a superb 
Job with the car and I hope this is -the car 
where maybe-.! can really show what l am able 
to do." 

■ Fqrmer xhampion Jacjques yllleneuye. hav- . 
Ing his , first race with the new British 
American Racing team was Il|th while his for- 
mer team'.WiI(.lams struggled.; 

Ralf Schumacher placed 8th bqt fotmer 
IndyCar efiamp Alex Z*nardi was back in 15 th 
In his ifeturH to Ft. ; 




Rolgning World Champion Mika Hakkinen of Finland skid* through 
tho grass after loslag control off his McLaren during thio official 
qualifying session of the .1999 Australlan formula One Orqnd Prix 
, la Melbourne March 6. Hakkinen prill start front polfiposHiqn for 
• the first -race off BOtfti Formula One season* • 



HOW TO AVOID 
BEING A SCAPEGOAT 

W ■ ^here is a constant speedy exit will detract from 
I human need to find your gravitas. 


A scapegoats when 
things go wrong but with a 


4. WORK out beforehand 


little advice from Neasa which of your colleagues 
MacErlean, you can prevent and contacts are likely to 
it from being you. ditch you when rimes get 

hard. 


1. UNDERSTAND the con- 
stant human desire to make 


5. BE particularly suspi- 


scapegoats. It's easier to see clous of people preaching 
Bloggins as the source of all morals. Former England soc- 
evll and ineptitude in your cer manager Glenn Hoddle is 
company not the 

than to TO BE PUBLISHED IN demon he I 
accept that L J 1 I JTiTi'T J T7\] I J'll was held 

you're all HiHlJ ip I A 1 1 I 11 up to be 

rather when h e 

mediocre. was f, re d f or comments 

on reincarnation and the dis- 
2. DONT believe that the „ b|ed He WM „ use|il| pawn 
workplace is fair. Many for po | iti[iaIIS who saw his 
scapegoats ane thoughtful ■ dkament as , of 
people who wercn t lookmg scorj few ick inB . 


hi the side -mirror. Getting 
out of step with colleagues 
can be dangerous. 


. . 6. DECIDE how to publi- 
can be dangerous. , .. 

cize your departure. Many 

3. AVOID the trap of not ">™'”P«ent executives go 
being around, even as an t0 wreak hmoc el!c ' 
avoidance tactic , when the where by being discreet and 
bullets start to fly. This can rel * in g ttle <> ld bo V 
make it easy for colleagues work. And if you've really 
to Stab you . in the back, done something awful. It can 
Home Secretatyjack Straw’s bn useful to claim you were 
strategy of taking a mini- set up while engaged in 
break to France last week some worthy cause such as 
while the buck was passed in trying to rescue prostitutes 
London should only be front the gutter or tackling 

copied in dire cireum- the excesses of the CIA. 
stances. You might succeed 

in your main aim, but a BY NEASA MACIR- 


< 

o 

cc 
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rotarians 

HOST GERMAN 
MEMBERS 

The Arab Daily -Tire Rotary Club of Ana™, i 
Cosmopolitan will be hosting twtnty.nwnjj ' 
tors from Germany this evening, 

The German guests will spend the fa ' 
evening of their ten day trip at Hatat Jdoefa j 
in Madaba, in the company of their fdb. 1 
Rotarians. ■ 

The remainder of their stay will be spent : 
a complete tour of Jordan's sites. 

SOCIALITE 

SUIT 


MARCH 7, 1999_ 


Us Arab Daily — ln celebration of tire SOtli 
anniversary of the establishment of the British 
Council In Amman, a short story competition 
,a held in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Edacation. 

the Competitors were allowed I 1/2 hours in 
»th to write 2 pages entitled "OUR DREAM" 
is year old Marwa Al-Nasa'a, in the eleventh 
grade at the Jubilee School, won second prize, 
laying woven a dream sequence so natural and 
jiqle, that it enabled her to receive an award 

caiat re die first place winner. 

OUR DREAM 

Fame and fortune, money, a house, success... 
dim are what dreams are made up of... for 
most of people. I wake up in the morning and 



look through my bedroom window hoping to 
see what 1 only see in my sleep, but all that 
greets me is the same old dreadful sight. The 
buildings are standing half destroyed, waiting 
for the next strong breeze to knock off a Tew 
more ol their remaining bricks. 

It has been snowing during the night, and a 
fresh cover of snow seals the signs of destruc- 
tion that lie beneath it. I collect every last 
ounce of courage left in me; it's a new day, and 
I should head for work. The school is only a few 
blocks away, but the walk always seems like an 
endless journey. The fear of what lies ahead 
exerts an amazing force on my emotions, and 
logic is always urging me to turn back. 

"It's going to be OK," I keep lying to myself. 
These lies are what keep me going. The school's 


scarred building finally comes into sight, trig- 
gering my memory that drifts away. I can almost 
hear the childrens' voices. The laughter seems 
so real. But the closer I get to the building, the 
quicker I’m dragged back to reality. 

The school yard is empty, abandoned for many 
years. Only rhe bravest, or most foolish child 
would dare to venture outdoors. I push the 
main door and listen for the familiar sound of 
the door's rusty joints. Walking down the hall- 
way. I glance at the children sitting in their 
classrooms, waiting and wondering whether 
their teacher will show up. 

The last door on the right, that is my class. I 
walk into the room and look at my students. I 
smile, trying not to show the fear that is eating 
me up inside. The sight of that book sitting on 


rhe table generates a shudder that runs down 
my spine. The book of attendance. I read the 
names one after the other holding iny breath 
everytime. I try not to look around, afraid to 
notice that someone is no longer with us. I fin- 
ish the list and all are present) A heavy rock has 
been lifted ofT my weary shoulders. 

I aimlessly begin the dally lesson, struggling 
to stay focused. Every now and then I glance at 
a child and find him looking outside the window 
as if longing for something. I fully comprehend 
his feelings. They are all waiting for the sight 
they see in their dreams. Not fame or fortune 
not success but for the golden shimmer of hope 
that vveali long to see. 


Prlncau Hay a - practicing on bar pony 

Princess Hays has been competing for several years and won her first first place 
at a show in Frankfurt, Germany in December 1995. 

The princess, who lias always had an interest in horsejumping and has decided to 
make a career of it, earned the approval of her father, the Late King Hussein, after 
proving herself at shows. 

Princess Haya. who trains 43 weeks a year, and still finds time to fulfil her nation- 
al duties, says that her aim in competing at the 2000 Sydney Games is to prove that 
someone from this part of the world can ride in the Olympics. 


(R) — Three months ago. Luda Kaiser madei 
grand entrance at her birthday party, carried ' 
aloft on a couch as friends threw rose petals a 
her. Now, she's apparently filing a birthday sin 
- to the tune of S30 million. The woman, who 
calls herself a Park Ave. socialite, reported* 
submitted papers in Manhattan Supreme Court 
charging that her free Dec. 4 birthday party a 
a New York City hotspot was so bad that nan) 
of the 400 or so guests (including Qulncyjoaul 
left early, causing her to suffer a "great loss of 
esteem in the community." Kaiser’s suit 
charges that Club Ohm’s fountain wasn’t wott 
ing, that security was inadequate, and tbn 
there were no free hors d’oeuvres.Whileacfub 
spokesman acknowledged that the fountain 
was indeed out of order, he disputed the other 
charges, dismissing the suit as frivolous. 'She 
got herself a fabulous free party with a Wfr 
derful big cake at one of the hottest new spoil 
in the city," R. Couri Hay told Newsweekcom. 
adding "She needs to be spanked vigorous 
ty. ..but the truth is. it's just plain funny ad 
silly." Kaiser and her attorney could not I* 
reached for comment. 


Stand by for the hatching of a great batch of 
Brooklyn*. Spice Girl Victoria Adams and the 
Manchester United and England footballer 
David Beckham have resolved to call their 
ndvbom infant Brooklyn, because Victoria 
discovered she was pregnant while on tour 
ii New York, This makes It a very safe bet 
that many young couples presenting them- 
selves at registrars' offices over the next 
decade will be planning to call their sons 
Brooklyn, which will later be shortened to 
Brook. . . 

This Has often been how fresh forenames 
trtered the language. The name Florence 
only caught on because Florence 
%htingaie’s parents chose it for their sub- 
fequently famous daughter: chose it, it’s 
slid, because their child was conceived in 
■hat glorious Italian city, 

Some place names lend themselves to 
practices, while others dp not. The 
wtont called their daughter Chelsea, after 
part of Loncjp'n vyhich carried happy mem- 
'filk they sojourned in 

ly ? 1 or Hamme r&ml)th . they migl\t have 
^^• ^e areas, like Victoria, are ; 

Voices, because there, the 1 
gut a child called, for 
Or ^felthamstow or 
u '• • . ^ z the circumstances of 1 ; 

would: have jitdt cause fbr ' 
' 'M ^ parents late^ Chlldrcn.ere 
o r'Afrtcfl ,b f Frpnce? \ 
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PAGING MRS. ROOSEVELT 

H illary has Eleanor's sense of mission — calls it “Viagra for the press." Blit I'd argue can handle that. Her public support for a 
and both overcame private pain with that most of the handlcappers predicting an Palestinian state is fair game, but if Giuliani 
public service. especially ugly campaign have it wrong. Sure, hits her with old scandal stuff, it will backfire. 

Remember those seances in the White the New York Post would carp about billing Giuliani is too mean to go negative; you have 
House solarium? In 1996 Bob Woodward pub- records and cattle futures. So what? Hillary to seem nice to get rough in politics, 
fished a book claiming that Hillary Clinton > 
tried to make contact with the spirit of 
Eleanor Roosevelt. Well, . ./t A I 

she apparently sue- Til I. DIM 1H 
ceeded. Eleanor and J+TC V* 1 1 ii 
Hillary are now thor- '&< 

ough ly enmeshed, and ij\ * ( J \i vJV U « ' 1 
living large among 20th- 
century First Ladies. By channel- 
ing some of that classy Roosevelt spirit, Hillary 
helped bring her poor excuse for a husband 
back from the dead. And Hillary’s careful study 
of Eleanor may help her with her own deci- 
sions ahead. 

While Bill Clinton is no FDR, their wives 
have a surprising amount in common. After 
learning that FDR died in the company of his 
onetime mistress. Eleanor never spoke of the 
matter again. Barbara Walrers or Katie Comic 
will do no belter with Hillary, who has never 
heard a cigar joke (she watches little TV) and 
is highly unlikely to ever publicly explore her 
own feelings about her husband's infidelities. 

Hillary's new popularity is often ascribed to 
resurgent traditionalism; isn’t It ironic, we're 
told, that this feminist was elevated by classic 
sympathy for n victim. But that's too pat. Like . 

Eleanor. Hillary lias gracefully reconciled pub- 
lic service with private humiliation. The digni- 
ty is timeless, and harnessed to purpose. 

Contrary to her reputation. Hillary is a • ,i r -. .... .. - - ... . 

supreme pragmatist and lacks Eleanor's pas- •* Zx 7s- 777 7 7^77 777.7' 77- ’ 77 \T"'77 . .77 * 7 7'*’ ,. ' ’;••• ** v "’ ' “ " ‘ 

sionate commitment to liberal principles. But *7.777. J 777-7 77,7 7 -7 7- ^-77777717 77 \'Z 7“ . 777. 

their mutual sense of mission is unmistakable. W**- 7 • ..•£'** ;j. • , , • ‘'.V- • ‘ -7 7-. ;i 
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